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In Focus
War & Peace Today
By: Honorary Member (HM) Past President (PP) Raymon Huang

HM PP Raymon Huang

This is not an update of Leo Tolstoy’s massive epic “War and Peace” published in 1869. I do not believe
anyone would even attempt to do it, let alone me! This is a piece about Rotary’s observance of February
as a special month of World Peace and Understanding. Rotary International specially designates it as
“Peace and Conflict Resolution Month”.
The job of keeping and maintaining peace on earth lies, strictly speaking, with the United Nations. This
august organisation, formed soon after the cessation of World War II, had its Charter signed, sealed, and
delivered on 26 June 1945 in San Francisco. It has three core values entrenched in its Charter: Integrity,
Professionalism, and Respect for Diversity. What many of us may not be aware of is that 49 Rotarians
helped to draft the Charter.
While it is true that we have had the longest “peace” in history, from 1945 till now, it is also true that
during this “peace” we have had wars big and small raging – in Latin America, Africa, The Middle East,
India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Ukraine, Korea, Vietnam, etc. That is a lot of hot spots for a “peacetime”!
Man, for some reason or other, seems unable to rid himself of his warring ways.
In its declared role as peacemaker, the United Nations has had a mixed bag of success and failure, with
the latter getting more media attention. So much so that the UN has sometimes been called – unfairly, I
might add – the “Disunited Nations”.
Hence Rotary is chipping in, in so many ways big and small. Rotarians have been involved right from the
start anyway. Rotary’s involvement and contribution are non-political, non-religious, and non-racial. The
UN has publicly acknowledged Rotary’s efforts. It made special mention of our celebrated motto of
“Service Above Self”, a simple creed that is totally non-partisan.
Any kind of war is destructive, resulting in death, homelessness, and hunger, in the separation of
families, and the disruption of life. War scars. It causes suffering, lots of it. To quote a proverb: “It is
death’s feast.” So, like it is said in the New Testament: “Blessed are the peace-makers.”
Rotary’s special core mission is to try to promote and bring about goodwill and understanding among
peoples, and subsequently peace. Our organisation, with a 1.2 million strong membership – not counting
family members and friends – in some 34,000 Clubs worldwide, is well-equipped for this task. Not just
trying to promote peace. In other areas and aspects of life too, like bringing succour to the
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In Focus
needy, prevention of disease, sanitation, etc, etc. Rotary is a powerful apparatus. Yet, come to think of
it, it all began with one man meeting with three colleagues in a godown in Chicago on a cold February
23 in 1905. There, Rotary was born. Quite a tale to tell. So on February 23, 2021, “World Understanding
and Peace Day” celebrates its 116th anniversary!
Peace is without doubt one of the most difficult commodities in the world to get. It takes a long,
painstaking effort by a whole host of organisations and people to get it. As Paul Harris, Rotary’s founder
observed, “… the road to war is a paved highway, whereas the road to peace is largely still in the
wilderness.” Thus Rotary asks all Rotarians to step on the gas this February month of “Peace and
Conflict Resolution”, as there are indeed many hot spots still around.
RI has suggested many ways in which we can help emphasise and put this “Peace and Conflict
Resolution Month” into greater focus, like:
a) inviting experts to speak on the subject;
b) highlighting the projects that the Clubs do in this area;
c) involving young partners from Rotaract and Interact so that they can learn the ropes, with
Rotarians leading by example;
d) and taking the opportunity to launch an international community service programme with Clubs
in another country.
RI also says this is a “Month” when Clubs should take the opportunity “to promote the Fourth Avenue
of Service – Rotary’s continued quest for goodwill, peace and understanding among people of the
world”.

Wishing All Members
Xin Nian Kuai Le
Gong Xi Fai Cai!
Kiong Hee Huat Chye!
Selamat Tahun Bahru Cina!
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Meeting Report
28th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 3.2.2021
OPENING REMARKS
Honorary Secretary Brigitte Holtschneider started the meeting and reminded members of
the Zoom housekeeping rules, before inviting President Dinesh Sharma to open the meeting.
President Dinesh warmly welcomed Honorary Members PP Bhagwan Melwani and Rtn
Mohan Vaswani, Past Presidents, prospective members and fellow Rotarians. He further
welcomed visitors President Lynna Wong from Rotary Club of Shanghai International as well
President Teck Shing from the Jurong Town club. President Dinesh extended a special
welcome to Speaker Ms Georgette Tan, President of United Women Singapore (UWS).

Rtn Brigitte Holtschneider

TOAST TO ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

President Dinesh called on Rtn Aarti Wadhwa to raise a toast to Rotary Club of Shanghai
International coupled with the toast to Rotary International.
We learnt that the Shanghai International club is a bilingual club with a provisional status
and has 19 members.
Rtn Aarti Wadhwa

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, HONORARY MEMBER ADAM MOLEDINA
President Dinesh was pleased to send on behalf of the Club, special greetings and best
wishes to Honorary Member (HM) Rtn Adam Moledina who celebrated his 101st birthday
on 4 February 2021.

HM Adam Moledina

PRESIDENT’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
❖
President Dinesh highlighted RI President Elect Shekhar Mehta’s Rotary theme for his
term “Serve To Change Lives” (printed on this bulletin cover).
❖ Club Appointments
- Membership Classification Chair – PP Sajjad Akhtar
- Membership Classification Advisor – PP Dr Oliver Hennedige
- 2nd Sergeant-at-Arms – Rtn Vineet Iyengar
President Dinesh Sharma

WORLD UNDERSTANDING AND PEACE DAY (WUPD) MEETING
President Dinesh reminded members of the details for the Club’s first hybrid meeting for the WUPD celebration:
Date & Time: Tuesday 23rd February 2021 from 7.00-8.00pm (for dinner) followed from 8.00-9.00pm for meeting
Venue: The Pavilion, Conrad Centennial Singapore
Guest of Honour: Mr Zainul Abidin Rasheed
Dress Code: Business Formal
Cost: $75.00 per person
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Meeting Report
28th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 3.2.2021
ROTARY INTERCOUNTRY COMMITTEE LEADING TO PROPOSED DISTRICT RESOLUTION
President Dinesh called on PP Jimmy Ooi who introduced to members the Rotary Intercountry
Committee, which
• Promotes relationships between two or more international districts or two or more
countries
• To increase fellowship and intercultural understanding among the people of vrious
nations
• Foster stronger ties between members, clubs, and districts from different countries,
and
• Establish networks across borders, continents, and oceans

PP Jimmy Ooi

PP Jimmy highlighted the ASEAN Rotary Network leading to the ASEAN Rotary Intercountry Committee (ICC)
which began in 2016 to the current 2020 which sees the network flourished with eight Rotary International
Districts representing nine ASEAN countries. He further shared the successful and historic session of the Rotary
Fellowship in ASEAN held on 26 November 2020 which saw the participation from most active senior PDGs, Past
RI President Bhichai Rattakul (Thailand), Past RI Director Pain Herchanova (Philippines) PDG Mustapa Ma
(Malaysia), PDG Dr Philbert Chin (Singapore) and PDG Willy Wiguna (Indonesia).
PP Jimmy spoke of the Planning Committee / National Section Chair’s Time Line and goals:
• Set up of District Resolution for the adoption of ASEAN Rotary ICC Formation
• Awareness campaign in promoting idea of Rotary Intercountry Committee to Rotary Clubs
• Drifting of ASEAN Rotary ICC Charter
• Adoption of District Resolution at District Conference on 24 May 2021 by the Club
• Signing of ASEAN Rotary ICC Charter Celebration (by December 2021)
He advised that once the Resolution is adopted and the Rotary ICC is formed, the Planning Committee will be
disbanded. A National Section Chairman for Singapore shall be appointed by the District Governor who will then
form his/her committee in promoting the objectives of the ICC.
PP Jimmy added that the Club continues to lead the way in proposing the Resolution for the formation of the
Rotary Intercountry Committee.
INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBER
President Dinesh inducted Rtn John Goeres, a previous member of the Club who was introduced by Membership
Chair VP Suresh Keerthi.
Rtn John Eudes Goeres
Place of Work: Deloitte Consulting (retired Partner)
Classification: Technology: Disruptions
Recommended Committee: International Service (ISC)
Proposer: PP Dr Shahul Hameed
Mentor: PP Dr Shahul Hameed
First joined the Club: 31.1.07-2010
Rtn John noted that he left the Club (in 2010) due to distractions with his travels, but
made a promise to many members that he would get back when he was not so
distracted. He has a son from his previous marriage in the US, who is now 30 years old.
He married again in 2015 to Shavonne, a Singaporean, and is again a father to a 4-year
and a 9-month old baby.
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Meeting Report
28th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 3.2.2021
KYFR KNOW YOUR FELLOW ROTARIAN
President Dinesh introduced the KYFR speaker, a new member Rtn
Arnaud Pallini who joined the Club on 16 September 2020.
Rtn Arnaud centred his KYFR presentation around the Guide to Daily
Living framework. Starting with self-examination, Rtn Arnaud spoke
of his origins in Lyon, France which he added was famous for its
food, football and architecture. He advised of his travels to
Shanghai, Capetown and Houston and finally his move to Singapore. Rtn Arnaud added
that he enjoys running as a hobby which fortunately his wife supports as well.

Rtn Arnaud Pallini

Next, Rtn Arnaud introduced his family, adding that his brother was President of his Rotary Club in Lyons and
was instrumental in inspiring him to join Rotary. He also introduced his wife, Sabrina and their recent blessing of
a lovely daughter.
He spoke of his career, starting in the oil and gas industry in Houston after his graduation. In 2017, Rtn Arnaud
returned to Singapore and switched to a position in sales for a Swiss distributor. He advised of his wish to
continue learning and progress in this career and therefore decided to enrol in 2019 with NUS Business School
and other certification courses.
Lastly, Rtn Arnaud spoke of his reasons to join Rotary to give some time to someone near and far – he
particularly enjoyed the fellowships as well service projects such as visits to Willing Hearts. He also took the
opportunity to pay tribute to PP Stan Low for his guidance and help.
GUEST SPEAKER: MS GEORGETTE TAN
TOPIC: EMPOWERING WOMEN AND GIRLS IN SINGAPORE
President Dinesh called upon PP Perlita Tiro who advised that the Speaker, Ms Georgette
Tan, was not only the President of United Women Singapore (UWS) but was also on the
Singapore Council of Women’s Organisation Board and Chair of BoardAgender, serves on
the Taskforce on Family Violence, which is co-chaired by the Ministry of Social and Family
Development and Ministry of Home Affairs.

Speaker
Ms Georgette Tan

Before commencing on her talk, Ms Tan gave a shout out to her colleague and dear friend, Rtn Pia Bruce, as well
as a personal note of thanks and appreciation to Rotary. She explained that her husband was a recipient of the
Rotary Foundation Fellowship from a Rotary Club in Boston and was sent to Sydney and stayed on in this part of
the region. Ms Tan added that she was deeply indebted to Rotary for this, which gave them an opportunity to
meet and have their family.
Ms Tan gave a brief history of UWS and its sustainable development goals. She highlighted the programmes
particularly that of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Outreach Girls2Pioneers
Programme which as reached out to over 26,000 girls. She further spoke on the issue of domestic violence and
abuse and UWS’s programme on anti-violence initiatives. Ms Tan also advised members of UWS’s fundraising
efforts towards their programmes as well as other women organisations. She spoke briefly of UWS’s
association with governement agencies and NPOs as well as their partners. To conclude, Ms Tan remined
members that 2021 was the Year of Celebrating SG Women and graciously agreed to answer queries from
members.
President Dinesh invited Rtn Pia Bruce to extend the Club’s vote of thanks to Ms Tan, which Rtn Pia added was
an honour to do so for such an inspiring presentation and insightful answers to all the questions posed. Rtn Pia
also extended special thanks Ms Tan for her commitment despite having back pains.
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Last Week
29th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 10.2.2021
OPENING REMARKS
Sergeant-at-Arms Rtn Jean-Philippe Lionnet welcomed members to the 29th Meeting of the year. He reminded
members to remain on mute during the presentation and to make use of the chat or raise hand functions for the
Zoom meeting. He further requested members to use their full names and to be present throughout the
meeting, which would be recorded. He then hand the Chair to President Dinesh Sharma to commence the
Meeting.
President Dinesh called the Meeting to order and welcomed Honorary Members PP Bhagwan Melwani and
Mohan Vaswani, Past Presidents, fellow Rotarians and prospective and some members to the meeting. He
noted that some members were dressed in red for the Chinese New Year (CNY) and reminded members to stay
on after the Speaker programme for fellowship and to have their glasses charged for the CNY cheer.

TOAST TO ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

President Dinesh called on one of the newest and youngest member, Rtn Ong Ting Yong to
to raise a toast to Rotary International.

Rtn Ong Ting Yong

WORLD UNDERSTANDING AND PEACE DAY (WUPD) – 1ST HYBRID CLUB MEETING
President Dinesh reminded members of the following details of the WUPD
Meeting:
Guest of Honour: Mr Zainul Abidin Rasheed
Former Senior Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
Date: Tuesday, 23 February 2021
(The weekly meeting on Wednesday, 24 February will be cancelled in lieu of the
WUPD Meeting)
Dinner: 7pm to 8pm Meeting: 8pm to 9pm
Venue: The Pavilion, Conrad Centennial Singapore
Max Capacity: 50 pax (physical)
Cost: $75 per pax
Zoom: Log in available
Reservations: First Come First Serve basis
Dress Code: Business Formal

Mr Zainul Abidin Rasheed
Guest of Honour
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Last Week
29th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 10.2.2021
INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS
President Dinesh had the pleasant task of inducting two new members whom he described as technocrats - Rtns.
Francesco De Liva and Hayden David Hughes. They were formally introduced by Membership Chair VP Suresh
Keerthi.
Rtn Francesco De Liva
Place of Work: Microsoft Singapore
Classification: Software Development: Technical Architecture
Recommended Committee: Vocational Service (VSC)
Proposer: President Dinesh Sharma
Mentor: PP Stan Low
Rtn Francesco is Italian, a Solution Architect who used to write about Singapore, even
before visiting our country. He has more than 10 years experience as a technical architect
working as a bridge between business and tech teams. He has managed up to sixty
developers (onshore and offshores) and up to five vendors. He has diverse experience
with strong technical background, having worked in several industries and countries. He
was educated at Polytechnic University of Milan and University of Illinois in Chicago and
graduated with Master of Science in Computer Science.
Rtn Francesco pledged to do his best for the support of the community. He added that he
has lived in Singapore since 2019. He also introduced his partner, Lara, also a solution
architect and aspiring painter.
Rtn Hayden David Hughes
Place of Work: Alpha Labs Pte Ltd
Classification: Investment Advisory: Cryptocurrency
Recommended Committee: International Service (ISC)
Proposer: VP Suresh Keerthi
Mentor: PP Perlita Tiro
Rtn Hayden is an entrepreneur from New Zealand with interests in blockchain and
cryptocurrency technologies. He graduated with a Bachelor of Laws (New Zealand
qualified) and relocated to Singapore for the past 3 years. He is also fluent in Mandarin.
Rtn Hayden thanked members for the warm welcome and was looking forward to
meeting other members.

KYFR KNOW YOUR FELLOW ROTARIAN
President Dinesh introduced the KYFR speaker Rtn Rajeev Mukul who
joined the Club in September 2020, but was a Rotarian from 2003 to
2005 and was coming back to Rotary from another club.
Rtn Rajeev was originally from India where he grew up and had his
Rtn Rajeev Mukul
education and graduated as an engineer. He started his career as a
research and development engineer and joined the DCM company in New Delhi, India. He was subsequently
sent to Singapore in 1983 to sell its products.
He spoke of meeting Rtn Uttam Kripalani when he came to Singapore and who was instrumental in guiding him.
Rtn Rajeev also stated how fortunate he was to have worked with the late PP Murli Chanrai for 15 years.

8 | Rotary Crossroads

Last Week
29th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 10.2.2021
KYFR KNOW YOUR FELLOW ROTARIAN (continued)
Rtn Rajeev also spoke about his family – he is married to Preeti and are blessed with a daughter, Vrinda. He
listed his hobbies and interests in astronomy, astrology, science of sleep, snooker, reading and coaching.
He also shared his interest in corporate social responsibility and showed some photos of the projects
undertaken in Cambodia. He was President Elect of the Rotary Club of Singapore South in 2003/2004 and spoke
of Rotary’s connection and motivation to help the less privilege in society.
GUEST SPEAKER: MR KEVIN TEO
TOPIC: CORPORATES FOR SOCIAL IMPACT
President Dinesh called upon Rtn Jayant Gadgil who introduced the Speaker, Mr Kevin Teo,
the Chief Operating Officer of Asian Venture Philanthropy Network (AVPN). Prior to this, Mr
Teo was a Founding Parner of Volans, a Social Innovation company and was previously Head
of East and Southeast Asia at the Schwab Foundation of Social Entrepreneurship and Global
Leadership Fellow at the World Economic Forum.
Speaker

In his talk, Mr Teo shared the diversity of Corporate Social Impact and noted that
Mr Kevin Teo
corporate entities were becoming more sophisticated in impact strategies. He highlighted
what was meant by impact; the private sector skills for social enterprises; private sector skills for non-profits;
engaging policy-makers and collaboration. He gave examples of how to champion social enterprises and spoke
of how to increase efficiency and effectiveness on non-profits.
Mr Teo also shared the AVPN Agenda – to increase the flow of capital into the social sector and to ensure that
resources are most effectively deployed. He gave a snapshot of the more than 600 members of the network
servicing the full spectrum of social investors. He highlighted the power of the AVPN network with its diversity
and reach in moving capital towards impact.
President Dinesh invited Director Varun Gulati who warmly thanked Mr Teo for bringing to members this great
topic and discussion to motivate us. He further thanked Mr Teo for the old photo depicting the Club’s project as
well as bringing in his team and sharing about this network with members.

President Dinesh & the Board of Directors wish all Members a Happy and Prosperous Lunar New Year

To close the Meeting, President Dinesh called on Rtn Joseph Chia who led members with 3 cheers for a Happy &
Prosperous Year of the Ox!
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Mark Your Diary
Birthday Celebrants
RC sends best wishes to Birthday
celebrants:
PP Sajjad Akhtar
Stuart Pearce

Anniversary

This Meeting
17 February 2021
From 7.00 to 8.30pm

Next Meeting
Tuesday 23 February 2021
From 7.00 to 9.00pm

Speaker: Mr Jan Larsen,
contemporary Artist, Primary &
Secondary Art Market Consultant,
Director JLA Studios

World Understanding &
Peace Day Meeting –
1st Hybrid Meeting

Topic: Singapore: Seat of MarketLeading Fine Art

Guest of Honour: Mr Zainul Abidin
Rasheed, Former Senior Minister
of State for Foreign Affairs

Celebrants

Coming Rotary

RC sends best wishes to Wedding
Anniversary celebrants:

Events

Pia Bruce & Jasjit Singh
Arnaud & Sabrina Pallini
Nirmal & Rajani Singh
Hassan & Amrita Moosa
Dr Omkar & Shanti Shrestha

February
Peace and Conflict
Prevention/Resolution Month
23 Feb – World Understanding &
Peace Day dinner meeting at Conrad
Centennial

GIFT OF LIFE
Committee
Meetings

Children with cardiac problems
to get help from Rotary’s
District 3300 & 3310

All Service Committee Meetings
will be held on Thursdays from
7.00 to 8.00pm

A full set of 3 editions - Book of
Humour, Best of Humour & Bank of
Humour, come in a beautifully
designed box housing this set for
only $25.00

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE:
Thursday, 18 February 2021
YOUTH SERVICE:
Thursday, 25 February 2021

Please order a few sets of books
for the Gift of Life Project, and
place your orders with:
Hon. Member Rtn Rewa Mirpuri @
tel: 6241 9157 or
email: rewamirpuri@gmail.com

March
Water and Sanitation Month
April
Maternal and Child Health Month
May
Youth Service Month
June
Rotary Fellowships Month
19 Jun – Installation of the 87th Board
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The Four-Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do:
•
•
•
•

Is it the truth?
Is it fair to all concerned?
Will it build goodwill and better friendship?
Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

The Guide to Daily Living
Before doing the things we want to do, consider first, the
Precepts of the guide. Ask ourselves these 4 questions and
act upon them:
First: Have I spent some time in self-examination?
Second: Have I spent quality time with my family?
Third: Have I given my best to my work?
Fourth: Have I given some time to someone near and far?
The Guide, in fact, encompasses the 4 parts of the Object of Rotary.
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