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In Focus  
 

Skills Development for Ex-offenders 
By: Rotary  Club of Singapore 

 

It’s challenging for ex-offenders to get jobs. If ex-offenders are able to get and hold on to a job, they are less 
likely to drift back towards offending again. A job can help them take care of themselves and their families.  
 
This is where Industrial & Services Co-operative Society Limited (ISCOS) steps in to help ex-offenders by 
supporting them in obtaining vocational licences so that they can upgrade their profile and achieve a stable 
career.  
 
While the logistics industry has proved to be the most common sector in hiring ex-offenders in recent years, for 
some ex-offenders the fees for obtaining vocational licences became a big barrier for them. 
ISCOS offers training subsidies to defray these costs and enable motivated individuals to enhance their job 
prospects. This leads to a better quality of life not only for the ex-offenders but their children and families as 
well. 
 
Please help to support them and their families! Your contribution will help pave way for them to develop their 
skills and ultimately create a better future with their families. 
 
This fundraising campaign is a partnership between the #RotaryClubofSingapore and the Foundation of Rotary 
Clubs in Singapore to raise funds for the Industrial and Services Co-operative Society Limited. 
#rotaryclubofsingapore #rotaryinternationaldistrict3310 
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/rotaryclubofsingapore?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUr8BUkEFOADo0QtDMhOfvzXnUVKSO2qPdneYvTljMlUylzb502YkFzTck3YT7I9z9KREQHuJBtLb2pcyKlnvrdm4C9xbdRANNaSXaMo6nxLE6M1rfV1nsi8e6SXARZ7PA8ef4A1Ua3F_zlX_AbQhFX&__tn__=*NK-R
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/rotaryinternationaldistrict3310?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUr8BUkEFOADo0QtDMhOfvzXnUVKSO2qPdneYvTljMlUylzb502YkFzTck3YT7I9z9KREQHuJBtLb2pcyKlnvrdm4C9xbdRANNaSXaMo6nxLE6M1rfV1nsi8e6SXARZ7PA8ef4A1Ua3F_zlX_AbQhFX&__tn__=*NK-R
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PP Dr Yap Lip Kee  

Meeting Report     

19th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 25.11.20  

 
OPENING REMARKS 
Sergeant-At-Arms, Rtn Jean-Philippe Lionnet called the meeting to order and reminded members to remain in 
mute mode during the meeting. He added that they would be “unmuted” during the Question & Answer session 
or could use the chat function to place their questions to the Speaker. He further advised that the meeting 
would be recorded for attendance purposes and Rotary promotion. Rtn Jean-Philippe then invited President 
Dinesh Sharma to take the Chair. 
 
In his opening remarks, President Dinesh was delighted and overwhelmed to see the many different Rotary 
Clubs in attendance. Whilst he was unable to mention them individually, nevertheless, President Dinesh 
extended a collective welcome to all including PDGs, Hon Members, DG Rajamohan Munisamy and fellow 
Rotarians and guest.  
 
President Dinesh further welcomed delegates from our sister and partner clubs from the Philippines, Indonesia, 
India, Nepal and USA. He noted that the meeting was very special with enormous interest from other Rotary 
Clubs to hear our Speaker PP Ravishankar Dakoju, whom he welcomed together with his wife, Paola. President 
Dinesh added that PP Ravishankar’s talk was particularly significant for Rotary Foundation Month.  
 
 
TOAST TO ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 
 
 
Toastmaster, PP Dr Yap Lip Kee called on members to raise a toast to the great organisation – 
Rotary International coupled with the toast to Rotary Club of Bangalore, (our Speaker’s club).  
 
 
 
 
 
PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS (PHF) FOR 2020/2021 
In view of Rotary Foundation Month, President Dinesh advised that he would announce the contributions made 
during the year by members. He noted the recent contribution by Rtn Pda Phanit, and of newly inducted 
member Rtn Mukundan Appadurai Paramashivan in  celebration of his wedding anniversary.  
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Rtn Mukundan A P, PHF Rtn Pda Phanit, PHF 
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DG Rajamohan 
Munisamy  

Speaker 
PP Ravishankar &  

Paola Dakoju  
 

Meeting Report     

19th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 25.11.20  

 
EVERY ROTARIAN EVERY YEAR (EREY) 
President Dinesh called on members to contribute towards the EREY programme, adding 
that it was easy to make the contributions which they could do so via www.rotary.org/donate 
He called on members to donate at least US$100 towards The Rotary Foundation’s Annual 

Fund and to assist the Club in reaching its goal as a 100% “Giving Club”. 
 
 
DISTRICT GOVERNOR (DG) RAJAMOHAN MUNISAMY’S ADDRESS  
President Dinesh expressed his thanks to DG Rajamohan Munisamy for being present at the 
meeting, adding that it would not have been possible to organise the meeting with the 
other District clubs without his support. President Dinesh then invited DG Rajamohan to give 
his opening remarks.    
 
DG Rajamohan thanked the Club on behalf of District 3310 for arranging the virtual meeting in 
order to have the opportunity and honour to listen to PP Ravishankar Dakoju. He added 
that there was no better time to have PP Ravishankar as a speaker then during Rotary 
Foundation Month.  DG Rajamohan advised that he had heard PP Ravishankar speak in 
Dhaka, and took the opportunity to thank him for spending his valuable time with us.  
 

 
GUEST SPEAKER: PP RAVISHANKAR DAKOJU 
TOPIC: GIVING WHILE LIVING 
To introduce the Speaker, President Dinesh called upon VP Suresh Keerthi who noted 
that PP Ravishankar is an Indian philanthropist and real estate investor. He was President 
of Rotary Club of Bangalore Orchards (RY 2018-2019). In 2018 he became the first Indian 
national to announce the single largest community development fund from India to 
Rotary Foundation after the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. He is the Founder and 
Managing Director of Hara Housing & Land Development Company, based in Bangalore. 
 
Addressing the Club with his wife Paola by his side, PP Ravishankar recounted his 
experiences and lessons in life. He noted that as Rotarians, we should appeal for Rotary 
and show the good that was being done. He added that generally people are good-hearted 
but need to be approached to contribute. He further highlighted some of the projects for  
community developments, education, health, sanitation, orphans, senior citizens, tree 
platation, animal welfare, lake rejuvenation and support for the physically challenged. PP 
Ravishankar’s inspiring speech exhorted members to give whilst living. To conclude his talk, 
PP Ravishankar graciously answered questions posed to him. 
 
Should you wish to view the meeting and PP Ravishankar’s talk, please click the following hyperlink 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sq5XdD7RzJw&list=UUdCHVuy5MJATtP-tjNYXIyQ&index=2 
 
President Dinesh invited District Rotary Foundation Chair, PP Dr Shahul Hameed to extend the Club’s vote of 
thanks. PP Shahul noted that it was indeed an honour to do so and thanked  PP Ravishankar for warming our 
hearts with his philosophy of giving and how he sought donors for his projects. PP Shahul hoped that we would 
be able to welcome PP Ravishankar and Paola, when we have physical meetings in the future. 
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President Dinesh 
Sharma  

PP Stan Low  

Rtn Allard Mark Nooy 
Place of Work: InfraCo Asia Development Pte Ltd 
Classification: Infrastructure Development: Investment 
Recommended Committee: International Service (ISC) 
Mentor: PP Stan Low 
 
Rtn Allard was invited to join the Club by Rtn Carlo Van Den Akker. He has been in Asia 
for over 25 years and in Singapore since 2013. Rtn Allard has been involved in 
community development and Livelihood restoration/CSR projects in Pakistan, India, Sri 
Lanka, Myanmar, Vietnam, Philippines and Indonesia.  

Last Week     

20th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 2.12.20  

 
OPENING REMARKS 
Opening the meeting, Honorary Secretary Brigitte Holtschneider noted that members 
would be familiar with the procedures and that the meeting proceedings would be 
recorded.  
 

President Dinesh warmly welcomed Honorary Members, District Governor Elect Dolly 
Yeap, all Past Presidents, fellow Rotarians and guests to the meeting. He further 
welcomed visiting Rtn. Michel De Vriendt from Rotary Club of Shanghai as well as the 
Guest Speaker, Mr Aaron Maniam from the Ministry of Communications and Information.   
 
TOAST TO ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 

President Dinesh called upon PP Stan Low who raised a toast to the Rotary Club of Shanghai 
coupled with the toast to Rotary International.  

 
President Dinesh invited visiting Rtn Michel De Vriendt say a few words about his club, 
Rotary Club of Shanghai. Rtn Michel noted that the club was an expat club and was once 

again chartered in 2005 thanks to the special representative PP Frank Yih who assisted in 
reviving Rotary in Shanghai and Beijing. He spoke of his club’s activities particularly with 

Interact and Rotaract Clubs, as well as medical, educational and environmental projects.  
 
 

INDUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS 
President Dinesh inducted two new members Rtns. Srikant Vineet Iyengar and Allard Mark Nooy to the Club. He 
called on VP Suresh Keerthi to give a collective introduction of the new members, prior to their induction.  
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Rtn Srikant Vineet Iyengar 
Place of Work: Oracle CAPAC Services Unlimited Company 
Classification: Information Technology: Services 
Recommended Committee: Vocational Service (VSC) 
Mentor: PP Paliath “Mohan” Mohandas 

Rtn Vineet was proposed for membership by his wife, Director Rtn Sonali Sinha and 
this makes them the fourth couple to join the Club. Rtn Vineet advised that he 
enjoyed the sense of comfort and inclusiveness of the Club and looked forward to 
engaging and working with members to provide service to others.  
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Rtn Louis Lim 
 

Last Week      
20th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 2.12.20  

 
PRESIDENT FOR ROTARY YEAR 2022/2023 
President Dinesh announced that nominations for the position of President for Rotary 
Year (RY) 2022/2023 closed on 30 November 2020, and there were no nominations 
received from the Floor.  
 
Therefore the nomination of Rtn Louis Lim, as President for RY 2022/2023 was accepted 
and would be adopted at the Annual General Meeting to be held on Wednesday, 16 
December 2020.  
 
 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS – ROTARY YEAR 2021/2022 
President Dinesh gave notice for nominations for the Board of Directors for Rotary Year 2021/2022.  
He announced that Candidates for the Board of Directors for RY 2021/2022 are as follows: 
 

Manish Tibrewal 
Ronald Wong 
Stuart Pearce 

Michelle Pearce 
Dr Chan Siew Luen 
Chong Zhi Cheng 

Dr Dusemund Claus 
Jean-Philippe Lionnet 

 
Elections will take place should there be any nominations from the floor at the Annual General Meeting to be 
held on Wednesday, 16 December 2020.  
 
 
NOTICE FOR ADOPTION OF 2019 CLUB CONSTITUTION 
President Dinesh gave notice to members for the adoption of the 2019 Club Constitution advising that this 
Constitution was the latest provided by Rotary International to be adopted, which was then circulated to 
members together with the Manual of Procedure on 24.9.2020.  
 
President Dinesh advised that the adoption would take place at the Annual General Meeting on 16.12.2020. 
 
 
NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 
President Dinesh reiterated that the AGM would be held on Wednesday, 16 December 2020 and presented the 
following Agenda: 
 
Å Formal adoption of President Nominee Rtn Louis Lim (President for RY 2022/2023) 
Å Election of Board of Directors for RY 2021/2022 
Å Adoption of 2019 Club Constitution 
Å Presentation of Accounts for RY 2019/2020 
Å Presentation of current Accounts for RY 2020/2021 

 
Attendance at Annual General Meeting for Members only. 
 

In Focus  
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Speaker 
Mr Aaron Maniam 

 

Last Week      
20th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 2.12.20  

2020 ROTARY INSTITUTE 
 

President Dinesh encouraged members to 
register for the 2020 Singapore Virtual Rotary 
Institute which would take place from 5-6 
December 2020.  

He added that it was a multi-Zone event on 
Zoom with an opportunity to hear from  
RI President Holger Knaack, RI President-elect 
Shekhar Mehta and RI President-nominee 
Jennifer Jones, and to learn about Rotary’s 
Strategic Plan, the Future of Rotary and more. 
 

 

KYFR KNOW YOUR FELLOW ROTARIAN  

KYFR speaker Rtn Suhaimi Zainul-Abidin shared that he is a 41 year 
old Singaporean who grew up in Kampong Chai Chee. Interestingly, 
Rtn Suhaimi mentioned that both he and Speaker, Mr Aaron 
Maniam studied in the same schools – Temasek Primary School and 
Raffles Institution. He spoke of his passion for sports, particularly 
football. He shared family photos of his childhood with his siblings 

and parents, adding that his father would look familiar, being a retired politician. Rtn 
Suhaimi also showed photos of his lovely wife, Sulyana and adorable sons.  
 

Rtn Suhaimi spoke of his service in the Army which helped shape his mindset and his stint at the Officer Cadet 
Core where he received the best cadet award. He shared his career path as a lawyer and subsequently joined 
Quantedge Capital Pte Ltd. 
 
 
GUEST SPEAKER: MR AARON MANIAM 
TOPIC: NEWM NEXT OR NEVER NORMAL – How the Public, Private and People Sectors 
can respond to Life with COVID-19 
President Dinesh invited VP Suresh Keerthi to introduce the Speaker, Mr Aaron Maniam 
who is the Deputy Secretary (Industry and Information) Ministry of Communications and 
Information.  
 
Before starting on his talk, Mr Manian shared that he was a previous member of Rotary 
Club of Capital Hill in Washington DC and that he missed the fellowship of Rotary.  Mr 
Maniam spoke of the various roles which the public, private and people sectors could 
harness as the Covid disease would be around for a long time. He noted the importance to galvanise society for 
those who were at risk, to build resistance and work in concert for tnational concepts. He added the need to 
help organisations make a pivot to the technology age. Mr Maniam also highlighted the importance of self-care, 
to take rest and replenish in order to come back better for the new year.  
 
To extend the Club’s vote of thanks, President called upon Rtn Louis Lim who warmly thanked Mr Maniam for 
his insightful thoughts on ways to adapt as well as the need to be forward looking. Rtn Louis also added that he 
hoped Mr Maniam would join the Club as a Rotarian as well.  
 

In Focus  

 

Rtn Suhaimi Zainul-
Abidin 
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GIFT OF LIFE 
Children with cardiac problems 

to get help from Rotary’s 
District 3300 & 3310 

 

A full set of 3 editions - Book of 
Humour, Best of Humour & Bank of 
Humour, come in a beautifully 
designed box housing this set for 
only $25.00 
 
Please order a few sets of books 
for the Gift of Life Project, and 
place your orders with: 
Hon. Member Rtn Rewa Mirpuri @ 
tel: 6241 9157 or  
email: rewamirpuri@gmail.com   

Coming Rotary 

Events 

RC sends best wishes to Wedding 
Anniversary celebrants: 
 
 

Bob & Jenny Chien 
Jessie Ang & Eugene Heng 
Hon Member Rewa & Geeta Mirpuri 
PP Sajjad & Ruby Akhtar 
 

RC sends best wishes to Birthday 
celebrants: 
 
 

Sunil Kalra 
T K Chew 
Jessica Lim 
Senthil Kumar Kuppusamy 
PP Tan Chin Ngiap 
Hon Member PP Koh Choon Hui 
Hon Member PP Bhagwan Melwani 
PP Mansoor Hassanbhai 
PP Garry Taylor 

Anniversary 

Celebrants  

Mark Your Diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Celebrants  

 

This Meeting  

 

Next Meeting  

 

Committee  
Meetings  

 

 

All Service Committee Meetings 
will be held on Thursdays from 
7.00 to 8.00pm  
 

 
 
VOCATIONAL SERVICE: 
Thursday, 10 December 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE: 
Thursday, 17 December 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
December 
Disease Prevention & Treatment 
Month 
16 Dec – Annual General Meeting 

 
January 
Vocational Service Month 
27 Jan – 3rd Club Assembly 

 
February 
Peace and Conflict 
Prevention/Resolution Month 
 

March 
Water and Sanitation Month 
 

April 
Maternal and Child Health Month 
 

May 
Youth Service Month 
 

 

 

Pres Garry hands a Club banner to 
Rtn Rodrigo  

9 December 2020 
From 7.00 to 8.30pm  

 
Speaker: Dr Simon Baptist, Chief 
Economist, The Economic 
Intelligence Unit  
 
Topic: Global and Regional Outlook 
2021  
 

 

16 December 2020 
From 7.00 to 8.30pm 

 
Club’s Annual General 

Meeting – 
 

For Members Only  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2020/2021 

  
    President Dinesh Sharma  

     Immediate Past President Deepak Nagrani  

     President Elect See Mee Lee 

     Vice President (Membership) Suresh Keerthi 

     Vice President (Digital Technology)                                                           Colin Miles                                                    

     Hon. Secretary (Administration) Brigitte Holtschneider 

     Hon. Treasurer (Finance) Manish Tibrewal 

     Directors 

     Chair, Community Service Dr Irina Francken 

     Chair, Vocational Service Dr Chan Siew Luen 

     Chair, International Service Varun Gulati 

     Chair, New Generations Service Dr Ganesh Ramalingam 

     Director (Public Image & PR) Sonali Sinha 

The Guide to Daily Living 

Before doing the things we want to do, consider first, the  

Precepts of the guide.  Ask ourselves these 4 questions and  

act upon them: 

        First: Have I spent some time in self-examination? 

        Second: Have I spent quality time with my family? 

        Third: Have I given my best to my work? 

        Fourth: Have I given some time to someone near and far? 

The Guide, in fact, encompasses the 4 parts of the Object of Rotary. 

The Four-Way Test 

Of the things we think, say or do: 

¶ Is it the truth? 

¶ Is it fair to all concerned? 

¶ Will it build goodwill and better friendship? 

¶ Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 


