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CSC Director Dr Irina Francken 

In Focus  
Symphony of Motherhood Zoom Concert 
By: Community Service (CSC) Director Dr Irina Francken 

 

Let music touch your most hidden feelings 

Let it penetrate your soul and heal it 

Let it flow... 

Seat back and enjoy… 

 

 

The history of Symphony of Motherhood concerts goes back to PP Perlita Tiro’s Presidency time.  

I was a CSC chair, the same as I am now.  

With support of then President Perlita, we engaged Espesyal Pinoy Family centre – Philippine Community of 

families with special needs children. We also engaged the Symphony of Motherhood team and started series of 

concerts for mothers and children promoting the role of the music in the healing process of calmness and 

relaxation.  

This project has been continued by PP Garry Taylor in Rotary year 2015-16 and after that stopped. 

When Rtn Dr Chan Siew Luen became a chair of Community Service Committee last year, he discussed with me a 

possibility to bring this project back to life. Having great support from IPP Deepak Nagrani we started to plan 

our concerts.  

Rtn Uttam Kripalani and I already were involved in the various concerts, organised by the same musicians. Rtn 

Uttam acted as MC for great concert in the Armenian Church where talented young musicians performed 

classical music. He has spoken with the Arts House and was able to organise very elegant room - The Blue room 

for a few Symphony of Motherhood concerts.  

Originally blue, the Blue Room retains its moniker as a reminder of its rich history. It was previously where 

Members of Parliament would relax in between debate sessions, and where Singapore’s first Prime Minister Lee 

Kuan Yew held discussions with his Cabinet of Ministers. Built in 1827, the Old Parliament House is the oldest 

government building and perhaps the oldest surviving building in Singapore. 

That was a great turn and many of our Rotarians attended the concerts. Rtn Dr Ganesh Ramalingam and his wife 

Lisa have two lovely girls and were inspired by the idea of this kind of concerts and were enthusiastic 

supporters. Rtn Dr Ganesh became a speaker as a doctor before every concert. Everybody likes him as a speaker 

as he speaks from his heart and shares with the audience his experience as a father.  

April 2020. Pandemic started. The days of lockdown due to COVID-19 have  impacted on the mental health of 

millions of people. 

In Focus  
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In Focus  
 

Preparing our August zoom concert, we were thinking that mental health should be a reality for all – for 

everyone, everywhere. 

Concentrating on the key words: mental wellbeing, we thought we can make our small contribution and help 

people to ‘come” again to the beautiful world of music.  Just a short concert by providing to our audiences 45 

minutes of relaxation. 

In the preparation of the concert we normally collect the recordings from musicians, This time they were so 

amazing and emotionally powerful! …and another key word came to our mind - Harmony.  

Mental Harmony and harmony of music come together. 

We believe that music creates calmness and lead us into the beautiful world which is still around us. Virus did not 

ruin it and did not destroy it. You just need to listen and touch this beauty. We engaged our Rotarians and the 

Rotary Club of Jurong Town (RCJT) and local musicians and invited people to relax and enjoy, to listen to our 

Zoom concert by immersing into the world of musical sounds and expressions. 

It was our 3d Zoom concert and we worked with our musical team as one happy family. 

Amazing energy of IPP Deepak, great time contribution of Director Dr Chan, positive mood of Rtn Dr Ganesh 

brought this project to the high level. And of course, the professionalism and perfectionism from the founder of 

this concerts – Iryna Vokhmyanina and her musical team – without them we would not be able to make it 

possible.  

Rotary opens opportunities. I think our team has opened the beautiful world for everyone who listened to the 

concert.  

We had audiences from around the world. Thanks to Rotary Club of Jurong Town for engaging Melbourne and 

Australia.  During the concert messages were coming; one after another…I was happy to read them and realise 

that the door to the beauty of music has been opened: 

Messages: 

“That was a mesmerising performance! Flawlessly managed. Congratulations to the entire team” 

“Excellent performance, enjoyed it very much. Congratulations to the team and thanks for bringing this program to 

us.” 

“From Me to All Panellists:  Heartiest Congratulations to all the excellent performers.  What an exhilarating 

afternoon with all of you.  Panellists and organisers, very well done!!  So proud of all of you. Chris, superb emcee.  PP 

Perlita Tiro, RC Singapore 

We are looking forward to the LIFE concert. Plenty of possibilities, we just need to find the right way to touch 

people’s hearts. 
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Photos from past Symphony of Motherhood concerts… 
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President Dinesh Sharma 

PP J K Ong 

Rtn Brigitte Holtschneider 

Last Week  

8th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 2.9.20  

OPENING REMARKS 
Honorary Secretary Brigitte Holtschneider opened the meeting with a reminder to 
members to observe the meeting etiquette, before she invited President Dinesh 
Sharma to take the Chair. President Dinesh was pleased to call the meeting to order 
and warmly welcomed Honorary Members, Past Presidents, fellow Rotarians and 
guests, as well as the Guest Speaker, Mr Joseph Ng.  
 
 

 
TOAST TO ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 
  

 
To raise a toast to Rotary International, President Dinesh called on Toastmaster PP J K Ong 
who called on members to give out a “Cheer” or “Yum Seng” to Rotary International! 
 
 

 

 
 

HONORARY SECRETARY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Honorary Secretary Brigitte Holtschneider reminded members of Community Service 
Committee (CSC) Meeting which would be held on Thursday, 3 September from 7.00 
to 8.00pm.   
 
Also received information from Public Image Director Rtn Sonali Sinha that the Club 
has 33 participants for the Step Up to End Polio project.  
 
 
HEARTIEST CONGRATULATIONS  

 
 
President Dinesh was pleased to 
announce that Rtn Jasbir Koh was 
conferred a coveted award – The Caring 
Teacher Awards 2020 by National 

Institute of Education (NIE) and Nanyang 
Technological University (NTU) and 

supported by ExxonMobil. He added that Rtn 
Jasbir is also a member of the Club’s Almoner Team, caring for 
us as well.  
 
Our heartiest congratulation once again, Rtn Jasbir! 
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Rtn Uttam Kripalani 

Rtn Dr Irina Francken 

Speaker, Mr Joseph Ng  

Last Week 
8th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 on 2.9.20 

 

 
WHAT’S HAPPENING? 
President Dinesh called upon Community Service Committee (CSC) Director Rtn Dr Irina 
Francken to give a brief report on the mesmerizing concert – Symphony of Motherhood 
which was conducted online on Sunday, 30 August.  Rtn Irina’s report is featured in this 
week’s bulletin “In Focus”.  
 
 

KYFR KNOW YOUR FELLOW ROTARIAN  

President Dinesh noted that KYFR speakers were not just limited to 
new Rotarians, and called upon Rtn Uttam Kripalani. Rtn Uttam 
introduced his family, starting with his wife, Laxmi whom he described 
as his bedrock and backbone of all his Rotary activities; and that they 
just celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. He shared his Rotary 
highlights 40 years of being a Rotarian in Rotary Clubs of Cochin West 
and Singapore with 100% attendance record. He has served on the 

Board as Vice President, Hon. Secretary and Committee Chairs. Rtn Uttam is a Paul Harris Fellow 
(PHF x4) and was bestowed with the Rotarian of the Year Award in 2015-16. He spoke of his 
non-Rotary activities as well as his working career spanning 60 years. He arrived in Singapore 
in 1976, subsequently setting up Galaxy Insurance that was recently sold a majority of shares 
to Steadfast, a listed company in Australia and appointed him as Chairman.  Rtn Uttam also 
shared some photographs of his involvements in many Rotary activities. 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER: MR JOSEPH NG 
TOPIC: A SINGAPOREAN ENTREPRENEUR’S JOURNEY TO WINNING THE EYA 
President Dinesh called upon Vocational Service Director Rtn Dr Chan Siew Luen  to 
introduce the guest speaker, Mr Joseph Ng who is the Director and CEO of Skyfy 
Technology Pte. Ltd. , a leading GPS tracking system and Last Mile Logistics Management 
System provider for fleet management. Mr Ng is the Overall Winner of the New 
Entrepreneur category in the Entrepreneur of the Year Award (EYA) 2018.  
 
Mr Ng started his presentation by playing the EYA video showcasing his company, and 
spoke of his “roadmap” and reasons for the company’s success from a small 4-man team to 
today’s strength of 50 in less than 2 years. He highlighted the key areas of his focus on 
sales, manpower, office systems and technology. Mr Ng spoke of the challenges faced and 
shared the steps which were taken to overcome them, such as his company’s focus on SMEs to customise the 
applications for individual industries. He described  the company’s use of big data analytics, artificial intelligence, 
Chatbot and cyber security applications. He also shared his company’s growth and business partnerships. To 
conclude his talk, Mr Ng answered questions posed to him by members including some insightful advice based 
on his personal experience in his entrepreneurial journey. 
 
To extend the Club’s vote of thanks, President Dinesh invited PE See Mee Lee who warmly thanked Mr Ng for 
his most interesting talk and his entrepreneur spirit, building his company from scratch and now his social 
aspect of helping society. PE Mee Lee looked forward to his participation in the Club’s events and activities.  
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GIFT OF LIFE 
Children with cardiac problems 

to get help from Rotary’s 
District 3300 & 3310 

 

A full set of 3 editions - Book of 
Humour, Best of Humour & Bank of 
Humour, come in a beautifully 
designed box housing this set for 
only $25.00 
 
Please order a few sets of books 
for the Gift of Life Project, and 
place your orders with: 
Hon. Member Rtn Rewa Mirpuri @ 
tel: 6241 9157 or  
email: rewamirpuri@gmail.com   

Coming Rotary Events  
RC sends best wishes to Wedding 
Anniversary celebrants this week: 
 

 
Michael & Sylvia Haughey 
 
Dr Melvin & Sharon Tan 
 
 
 
 

RC sends best wishes to Birthday 
celebrants next week: 
 
 

Jamshid Medora 
 
Director Sonali Sinha 

Anniversary Celebrants 
 

Mark Your Diary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthday Celebrants 
 

This Meeting  

 

Next Meeting  
 

Committee 
Meetings 

 

 

All Service Committee Meetings 
will be held on Thursdays from 
7.00 to 8.00pm  
 
VOCATIONAL SERVICE:  
Thursday, 10 September 
 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE: 
Thursday, 17 September 
 

YOUTH SERVICE: 
Thursday, 24 September 
 
 
 

 

 

September 
Basic Education and Literacy 
Month 
30 Sept – DG’s Office Visit & 2

nd
 Club 

Assembly  

 
October 
Economic and Community 
Development Month 

 

November 
Rotary Foundation Month 

 
December 
Disease Prevention & Treatment 
Month 
 

January 
Vocational Service Month 
 
February 
Peace and Conflict 
Prevention/Resolution Month 
 

March 
Water and Sanitation Month 

 
 

Pres Garry hands a Club banner to 
Rtn Rodrigo  

9 September 2020 
From 7.00 to 8.30pm  

 
 
Speaker: Mr Srinivasan Venkita 
Padmanabhan (known as Venkat), 
President of Olam International 
Limited & Global Head-Finance.  
 
Topic: Confluence of Self & 
Business Leadership  

 

16 September 2020 
From 7.00 to 8.30pm  

 
 
Speaker: Mr Vishal Harnal, General 
Partner, 500 Startups 
 

Topic: Unicorns all the way down 
– What I learnt from investing in 
200 startups 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2020/2021 

  
    President Dinesh Sharma  

     Immediate Past President Deepak Nagrani  

     President Elect See Mee Lee 

     Vice President (Membership) Suresh Keerthi 

     Vice President (Digital Technology)                                                           Colin Miles                                                    

     Hon. Secretary (Administration) Brigitte Holtschneider 

     Hon. Treasurer (Finance) Manish Tibrewal 

     Directors 

     Chair, Community Service Dr Irina Francken 

     Chair, Vocational Service Dr Chan Siew Luen 

     Chair, International Service Varun Gulati 

     Chair, New Generations Service Dr Ganesh Ramalingam 

     Director (Public Image & PR) Sonali Sinha 

The Guide to Daily Living 

Before doing the things we want to do, consider first, the  

Precepts of the guide.  Ask ourselves these 4 questions and  

act upon them: 

        First: Have I spent some time in self-examination? 

        Second: Have I spent quality time with my family? 

        Third: Have I given my best to my work? 

        Fourth: Have I given some time to someone near and far? 

The Guide, in fact, encompasses the 4 parts of the Object of Rotary. 

The Four-Way Test 

Of the things we think, say or do: 

 Is it the truth? 

 Is it fair to all concerned? 

 Will it build goodwill and better friendship? 

 Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 


