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In Focus
Membership & Club Development Month
By: Honorary Member (HM) Past President (PP) Raymon Huang

A good and active membership makes an organisation – any
organisation – vibrant. Like our Club.
Stating the obvious? Yes! But oft-times the obvious requires restating and
reiterating. We have seen many cases of complacency setting in, especially
in voluntary organisations. With weak and inactive members, they soon
wither and die.

HM PP Raymon Huang

Rotary International is well and fully aware of all this and takes steps to ensure Rotary clubs take self-renewal
and growth in membership seriously. So each year, to emphasize the point, R I designates August as:
“Membership & Club Development Month”
A reminder to local Districts and Clubs not to be dormant. The dangers of dormancy is the lack of initiative to
grow. We have seen reports of Rotary regions where memberships are lost and clubs die. But the vibrant clubs
are ticking away, with success in their programmes. In voluntary organisations like Rotary, strength matters –
manpower, together with the attendant resources that go with it. As they say, many hands make light work!
And the hands many of the bigger clubs have are good hands.
Many an iconic description has been attributed to a good, active and strong membership. Example: “the
engine”, “the life-blood”, etc. of an organisation. And rightly so. More so in a service organisation like Rotary. Of
course, size is relative. And always, in whatever we do, “the best is yet to be”.
How have we done in membership recruitment? President Dinesh said we have 15 members in line for induction.
An excellent start. And this is the first couple of months of the new Rotary Year. This augurs well for our Club.
Despite our doing “OK”, we can still take a page from the Rotary Club of Edina/Morningside’s playbook. In the
Rotary Year 2016/2017, with Tom Gump as its President, the club prioritised membership development and
chalked up 31 new members, many below 40. In Rotary International’s word, President Gump not only “walked
the walk, but trotted the turkey trot!” Indeed, he was fully entitled to strut around. The membership
development strategy was this –
*

know your club well and its strength;

*

look for younger members;

*

keep a list of potential members;

*

talk about Rotary wherever you go.
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In Focus
Success in membership recruitment is but an initial achievement. The next step is membership retention. We
have seen members come and go. One sure way of retaining new members is immersion and involvement in the
programmes of the club and experiencing the joy of helping those in need.
In overseeing Rotary Clubs all over the world, Rotary International has seen many clubs formed, as well as many
existing ones die. Over the decades now, Rotary’s membership has, worldwide, hovered between the 1.2 and 1.3
million mark, in over 35 countries. Our Club – to date we have 146 members, with 17 Honorary. Our basic
strength is that our members enjoy what they are doing. In short, enjoying Rotary.
Rotaract and Interact Clubs are definitely excellent sources of future Rotarians. We have 3 Rotaract and 9
Interact clubs under our wings. Worldwide, there are over 203,300 Rotaractors and 342,950 plus Interactors.
They are for sure a reservoir of future Rotarians. Spotting them and keeping s list of them would be valuable.
It goes without saying that apart from enthusiasm, quality must be a top consideration. Numbers are good, of
course, as they give strength. But ensure quality in its strength and you have got it made. Recruitment,
retention, participation, effectiveness and joy will all naturally fall in place.
In this “Membership and Club Development Month”, there is no opening or closing ceremony. The drive is ongoing. The emphasis on the “Month” is to remind existing clubs the importance of membership, its renewal and
expansion, as well as new clubs development.
A quote to remember: “In Rotary’s membership game, everyone’s a winner!” Yet there is no “Finish” line or
tape. Every member has a part to play, a contribution to make, and a need to be where the action is. Because
this much troubled world needs our presence.
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Last Week
7th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 held on 26.8.20
OPENING REMARKS
Sergeant-at-Arms (SAA) Rtn Jean-Philippe Lionnet warmly welcomed members prior to
inviting President Dinesh Sharma to proceed with the Meeting. President Dinesh took
the opportunity to welcome guests and hoped that they would enjoy the meeting. He
also welcomed the Speaker, Mr Sudhir Tiku and thanked him for accepting the Club’s
invitation to speak to us.

TOAST TO ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

President Dinesh Sharma

President Dinesh called on Toastmaster President Elect See Mee Lee who invited
members to join her in raising a toast to Rotary International.

PE See Mee Lee

HONORARY SECRETARY’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
Honorary Secretary Brigitte Holtschneider reminded members of Youth Service
Committee (YSC) Meeting on 27 August from 7.00 to 8.00pm.
Rtn Brigitte advised members of the second on-line Symphony of Motherhood which
Rtn Brigitte Holtschneider
would be held on Sunday, 30 August from 4.00 to 5.00pm in collaboraton with Rotary
Club of Jurong Town. She added that this event featuring chamber music would also reach out to Rotary Clubs
in Melbourne, Australia which are undergoing another lockdown due to COVID-19.
AFRICA REGION CERTIFIED WILD POLIO-FREE
President Dinesh was pleased to announce that the Africa region was certifed wild Polio-free and shared the
excerpt of the announcement made by RI President Holger Knaack and TRF Chair K R Ravindran for members to
“recommit to ending polio and to help finish this fight
and continue raising $50 million each year for PolioPlus.
The eradication of wild polio in the African region shows us
that polio eradication is achievable, and shows how our
hard work, partnerships and financial commitment
continue to propel us forward, even during a global
pandemic.
Thank you for your continued efforts, for achieving a wild
polio-free African region, and for remaining committed to
fulfilling our promise of a polio-free world.”

Children in Cote d’Ivoire receive oral polio vaccines
during an immunization campaign

President Dinesh reminded members of the District’s
campaign to end polio – “Step Up To End Polio” and to
contact Convenor, Rtn Adnan Ansari for registration and
further details.
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Last Week
7th Club Meeting for Rotary Year 2020-2021 on 26.8.20
NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR RY 2020-2021
President Dinesh advised that at the closing date of 14 August, there were no nominations from the floor to serve on
the Nominating Committee. Therefore, the Board has filled the vacancies with the following members who will join
the Nominating Committee - PPs Tan Chin Ngiap, Stan Low, Paliath Mohandas, Tapan Rao together with IPP Deepak
Nagrani, PE See Mee Lee and himself.
WHAT’S HAPPENING?
To highlight what has been happening in the Club, President Dinesh called upon Rtn James Lee
who advised members of the joint installations of Bukit Gombak Eagles Interact Club (BGEIC) and
Rotaract Club of Bukit Gombak (RACBG) held on 23 August. Rtn James advised that both Clubs
have received several Rotary citations for their work done in the Bukit Gombak community, which
was much appreciated by Mayor Low Yen Ling, now a Minister of State.

KYFR KNOW YOUR FELLOW ROTARIAN
President Dinesh called upon the KYFR speaker Rtn Jessie Ang to share
some information about herself, her vocation and role in Rotary. Rtn
Jessie advised that she is a Chinese Language (CL) teacher for the past 20
years. She is still a CL teacher because of her interest in Chinese culture,
despite being the school’s vice principal for the past 7 years. She was
introduced to Rotary by Rtn James Lee and was keen to support youths
and wanted to contribute more. Rtn Jessie also shared her love for
animals, having adopted a dog and later a cat. She was looking forward to more Rotary activities
in the District, Zone and in the Club and was thankful for the opportunity to serve the
community and youths.

GUEST SPEAKER: MR SUDHIR TIKU
TOPIC: BECAUSE LIFE WINS AND WHY LIFE WINS
To introduce the Speaker, President Dinesh called upon Rtn Dr Claus Dusemund who advised that
the Speaker, Mr Sudhir Tiku is Vice President and Head - Asia Pacific, Bosch, Building Technology
Division. Rtn Claus added that Mr Tiku was a TEDx speaker and prior to working at Robert Bosch, he
was with General Electric, however his passion is History.
Mr Tiku took members back in time, starting in 1990 when as a teenager he became a refugee
and found himself living in a tent with no sanitation or clean water, in an area infested with snakes
and scorpions. He recounted his story and how he took inspiration from three historical events
which helped mould his life to come out of misery.

Rtn James Lee

Rtn Jessie Ang

Speaker, Mr Sudhir Tiku

Starting with the Valley of the Dancing Girl of the Indus Valley civilization, Mr Tiku explained how inspired he was by
this 5,000 year old civilisation that created a beautiful pre-historic artefact from whatever material was available so
much so that it spurred him to work even harder to move on and obtain a scholarship. The next historical event which
shaped Mr Tiku’s life was the reign of King Ashoka who after witnessing so much death had a change of heart and
started spreading messages of love and peace. Mr Tiku added that in essence King Ashoka was the first disruptor as it
was very normal for kings to go to war but he decided to do something not usual and the status quo was disrupted.
Lastly, Mr Tiku spoke of Mahatma Gandhi, the non-cooperation movement in India and the Chauri Chaura incident,
which taught him not to violate the core values of the company or his life. To conclude, Mr Tiku noted his learnings
from history that results do not depend on the resources; status quo had to be challenged and without values, we
have no value.
As President Dinesh had to leave the meeting a little earlier, Hon. Secretary Rtn Brigitte called on Rtn Suresh
Hathiramani who warmly thanked Mr Tiku for sharing his exceptional story which gave inspiration as well as a
reminder of lessons which we can learn from history. Rtn Suresh also took the opportunity to show an example of an
amazing Indus Valley civilization terra cotta artefact.
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Mark Your Diary
Birthday Celebrants

This Meeting

Next Meeting

RC sends best wishes to Birthday
celebrants next week:

2 September 2020
From 7.00 to 8.30pm

9 September 2020
From 7.00 to 8.30pm

Atul Merchant
Horst Hagemann
Ujjal Nandi
Joseph Chia
Hassan Moosa

Speaker: Mr Joseph Ng, Founder &
CEO, Skyfy Technology Pte Ltd.

Speaker: Mr SVP Venkat,
President/ Global Head, Olam
Group

Topic: A Singaporean
Entrepreneur’s Journey to winning
the EYA

Topic: To be advised

Anniversary Celebrants
Coming Rotary Events
RC sends best wishes to Wedding
Anniversary celebrants this week:
Joseph & Maria Chia

August
Membership and New Club
Development Month

GIFT OF LIFE
Committee
Meetings

Children with cardiac problems
to get help from Rotary’s
District 3300 & 3310

All Service Committee Meetings
will be held on Thursdays from
7.00 to 8.00pm

A full set of 3 editions - Book of
Humour, Best of Humour & Bank of
Humour, come in a beautifully
designed box housing this set for
only $25.00

COMMUNITY SERVICE:
Thursday, 3 September
VOCATIONAL SERVICE:
Thursday, 10 September
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE:
Thursday, 17 September

YOUTH SERVICE:
Thursday, 24 September

Please order a few sets of books
for the Gift of Life Project, and
place your orders with:
Hon. Member Rtn Rewa Mirpuri @
tel: 6241 9157 or
email: rewamirpuri@gmail.com

September
Basic Education and Literacy
Month
October
Economic and Community
Development Month
November
Rotary Foundation Month
December
Disease Prevention & Treatment
Month
January
Vocational Service Month
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The Four-Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do:





Is it the truth?
Is it fair to all concerned?
Will it build goodwill and better friendship?
Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

The Guide to Daily Living
Before doing the things we want to do, consider first, the
Precepts of the guide. Ask ourselves these 4 questions and
act upon them:
First: Have I spent some time in self-examination?
Second: Have I spent quality time with my family?
Third: Have I given my best to my work?
Fourth: Have I given some time to someone near and far?
The Guide, in fact, encompasses the 4 parts of the Object of Rotary.
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