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In Focus  
 

Presidential message  

November 2019         

Mark Daniel Maloney 
President 2019-20 

Rotary Day at the United Nations, which we celebrate each November, is an important reminder of the historic 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
building up to the 75th anniversary of the signing of the UN Charter in June 2020. 

You might ask, why celebrate this anniversary? For Rotary, it is entirely appropriate, because we played such a 
critical leadership role in the San Francisco Conference that formed the United Nations in 1945. Throughout World 
War II, Rotary published materials about the importance of forming such an organization to preserve world peace. 

Not only did Rotary help influence the formation of the UN, but this magazine also played a leading part in 
communicating its ideals. Rotary educated members about plans to create the UN through numerous articles in The 
Rotarian and through a booklet titled From Here On! When the time came to write the UN charter, Rotary was one 
of 42 organizations the United States invited to serve as consultants to its delegation at the San Francisco 
Conference. 

9ŀŎƘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǎŜŀǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎΣ ǎƻ wƻǘŀǊȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩǎ мм ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
rotation. The people officially representing Rotary included the general secretary, the current and several past 
presidents, and the editor of The Rotarian. In addition, Rotarians from Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, and North and 
{ƻǳǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǊ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

We have a deep and lasting relationship with the UN that deserves to be celebrated and appreciated. To recognize 
this relationship, Rotary will host five special events between now and June: Rotary Day at the UN in New York on 
the 9th of this month; three presidential conferences next year in Santiago, Chile, in Paris, and in Rome; and a final 
celebration just before the Rotary International Convention in Honolulu. 

The focus on the UN in the year ahead is not only about the past; it also lights a path to our future. There are so 
many parallels between the work we do through our areas of focus and the work of the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals. While those goals are indeed incredibly ambitious, they provide inspiration and direction τ 
and are similar to many Rotary goals, which have proven to create lasting, positive change in our world. The goals 
can be achieved, but only if undertaken with the same long-term commitment and tenacity that Rotary understands 
so well. Alone, we cannot provide clean water for all, we cannot eliminate hunger, we cannot eradicate polio. But 
together with partners like the United Nations, of course we can. 

Please consider attending one of our five UN celebrations. I look forward to sharing news of these special events 
with you throughout the year. 

In Focus  
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άDown but not outέ, says Honorary Member Rtn Rewa Mirpuri (left) as he poses with Rtns Dr 
Irina Francken, Debasree Chakrabarti & Jasbir Koh at the ISC meeting on 20.11.19 

Rtn Uttam Kripalani (2
nd

 from left) and Rtn Nidhi Swarup founder Vice President and 
President of the Crohns and Colitis Society of Singapore receiving a donation of $ 16555 

from members of Rotary Club of Raffles City at their meeting on 5.11.19 
 

Photos from Members  
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Rtn Jeff Rajeck 

Hon Secretary 
Shamin Vaswani 

 James wold do a more meaningful job. 

Last Week ς Report on the Meeting ς Wednesday 20 November 2019  
 
OPENING REMARKS 

 
 
 
The meeting was chaired by Honorary Secretary Rtn Shamin Vaswani, who warmly 
ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ нлth meeting held on 20th November, whilst President 
Deepak was in Paris celebrating his 20th wedding anniversary!   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WELCOME 
Duty of welcoming Guests and visiting Rotarians fell to Rtn Jeff Rajeck: 
Guests: 
Speaker Dr Giulia Mennillo, Ms Shania & Krish Nagrani, Mrs Irene Hennedige, 
Mrs Meera Keerthi, Mr Niels Maerkedahl (husband of Rtn Aarti Wadhwa) 
Visiting Rotarians: 
PPs Datuk Cham Kam Fatt & Uwe Ahrens ς Kuala Lumpur Diraja 
President Geoffrey Simmonds ς Newport Pagnell, UK 
Herve Couraye ς Tokyo Kioicho 
John & Katie Denning ς Seminyak Bali 
Sonali Sinha ς Mumbai QueenΩǎ bŜŎƪƭŀŎŜ 
 

 
TOAST  

Toastmaster, International Service (ISC) Director Mamta 
Shahani was pleased to raise a toast to sister club, Rotary 
Club of Kuala Lumpur Diraja. She invited PP Datuk Chan 
Kam Fatt to address the Club. PP Datuk Chan thanked Rtn 
Mamta for allowing both PP Datuk Uwe and himself to 
present their project at the earlier ISC meeting. He added 
his amazement at the number of projects from just one 
committee among so many countries. PP Datuk Chan 
hoped that the Club would support a project just across 
the border ς Ƙƛǎ /ƭǳōΩǎ .w5. wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎe 
in Kuala Lumpur.  
 
Photo ς Rtn Mamta, PP Uwe, PP Datuk Chan & Rtn 
Shamin (left to right) 
 

Last Week  
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Heartiest Congratulations to PP Alan Tan ς his company, 
the Purple Sage Group won the  

Best Event Caterer 2019 at the recent 
The Special Event Asia  

Photos from left to right: Rtn Shamin exchanged Club banners with Rtn Herve Couraye (RC Tokyo Kioicho), President 
Geoffrey Simmons (RC Newport Pagnell) and Rtns John & Katie Denning (RC Seminyak Bali)  

 
 
 
 
 
EXCHANGE OF BANNERS 

 
 
 
 
CELEBRATING OUR ROTARIANS 
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Rtn Willi Hess with Rtn Dr Giulia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Rtn Shamin called on Rtn Horst 
Hagemann to introduce the Speaker, Dr 
Giulia Mennillo. Rtn Horst advised that Dr 
Giulia is a fellow Rotarian from Rotary 
Club of Queenstown and just 10 weeks 
ago gave birth to her son. Rtn Dr Giulia is 
the Academic Deputy Convenor for the 
multi- and interdisciplinary Global Studies 
Programme at NUS, and Visiting Fellow at 
the Department of Political Science. She 
holds a Ph.D. in International Affairs and 
Political Economy from the University of 
St.Gallen, Switzerland. Rtn Dr Giulia held 

research appointments at the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs 
at Harvard University, the Watson Institute for International and Public 
Affairs at Brown University, and the University of Warwick. Her research and teaching interests are in the field of 
Global Political Economy, Finance, and Credit Rating Agencies. 

 
Rtn Dr GiuliaΩs talk centred on the political economy of technological 
change and sustainable development. With ongoing globalization, 
global environmental and ecological challenges cannot be ignored any 
more by leaders in politics and business. Pursuing short-term interests 
at the cost of long-term sustainability destroys the material basis of 
the world we live in, jeopardizing the social fabric of societies and 
already creating conflict in several regions of the world. Whether the 
challenges will be addressed effectively will depend on a norm and 
mind-set change among key stakeholders including investors and 
consumers, but also on the ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
willingness to find a compromise in terms of distributive justice and 
burden sharing of the adjustment costs. (A copy of Rtn Dr GiuliaΩs 
presentation is available from the Secretariat.) 

 
Rtn Willi Hess warmly thanked Rtn Dr Giulia for her in-depth talk and presented her with the ClubΩs mementos. 
 

Rtn Horst Hagemann 

Last Week  
 
Speakers: Dr Giulia Mennillo 

Academic Deputy Convenor, Global Studies Programme at 
National University of Singapore 

Topic:  άTechnological Change and Sustainable Developmentέ  

Speaker, Rtn Dr Giulia Mennillo 
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 Coming Club Eventsé 
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