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In Focus
“TIME, TALENT & TREASURE”
“We Have, We Give”
By: Honorary Member (HM) Past President (PP) Raymon Huang
HM PP Raymon Huang

We have heard that before. Indeed, we have. It is because in our Club, we have a lot of them, except, perhaps, the
first one. It is quite evident that so many of our members have so much talent, and many more have lots of
treasure. It is “Time” that these busy-busy people are often so hard-pressed for. In Singapore, “no time” is such a
common expression. But we know for sure that despite the constraints of time in their professional and personal
(and family) obligations, Rotarians always make time for their commitments in serving the needy and the
disadvantaged. This act of making time for, and conscientiously doing it, in so many areas of humanitarian acts, is a
form of “pay back” time.
So many members are so blessed. And they do acknowledge and count their blessings. So when Rotarians do
“service” they make sure that the blessings they bestow upon others count too. While quality of service given is of
course of great importance, in our service to humanity, quantity is just as fundamental. Looking around at the
“needy situation” existing in so many spots around the globe, the “quantity” is often so surprising – and depressing.
This, despite all the advances the world has made. But hot spots of conflict violence, wars, and unrest have caused
so much suffering and want. The victims need aid. Together with countless other VWOs and NGOs, as well as
Government agencies, Rotary pitches in, in a big way.
Time! Despite what Singaporeans would normally say – “No time!” – everybody has time, be it busy time, leisure
time, family time or time hanging on one’s hands. There is critically a time for everything. It is how we make use of
our time that matters. In this context, there are so many wise sayings about time, like:
“God made time; man made haste.” (Irish proverb)
“Time is money.”
“Time and tide wait for no man” (English proverb)
“Time tries all things.”
“Time is a great healer.”
and so on.
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In Focus
In Rotary, in our service to mankind, we make time for it. And how! Rotarians are all busy-busy people. Without
deliberately and willingly doing it, the good thing we do for the less fortunate would not happen. Rotarians are the
master-manipulators of their time.
And Talent? There is a plenty of that in Rotary. It matters not what a Rotarian’s vocation or profession is. It is a fact
that he or she is where he or she is, is because of his or her talent. The resourcefulness in him or her is what makes
it tick. The wonderful thing is that there is no hesitation in sharing this talent with service volunteers who do not
have it. This is evident in the many areas of service – villages, children’s homes, old folks’ homes, isolated places –
we volunteer our service in. The results of this sharing of talent are there for all to see. In sharing talent, there is
sometimes the need to teach. In this act of teaching others, we often teach ourselves new things or two, because in
what we do in this sharing, we do it all hands-on. A Chinese proverb says, “I hear and I forget; I see and I remember;
I do and I understand.” Very aptly put! And listen to what Mark Twain said “To be good is noble, but to teach others
to be good is nobler!” That is what we do – help others to be good at being good.
The third “T” – Treasure! Large or small, we all have it. The difference is in the size, the amount, the extent. The top
echelon Treasures – those who have billions and billions – and there are many of them around, and exceptional.
Many of them do share their treasures. Among Rotarians, most of us are in the lower echelons, a lot of instances, a
lot lower echelons. Yet, we too do share our littler treasures. We give what we can to help the needy. It is that
wonderful spirit of giving. The response to any appeal rests with each of us alone. How much we can or are willing
to give rests with us alone. The more important thing is that we do respond.
What is even more heartening is that giving our Time, Talent and Treasure, we often involve our families, as well as
friends who are not Rotarians. The greater involvement brings about more substantial returns in terms of benefits
to the beneficiaries. More meaningful too. In all these giving of mindfulness, charity and service, the best part is
that we do not expect anything in return. Yes, we do have that “feel good” feeling. Sometimes a feeling of pride
swells our chest. A little ego perhaps. But basically it is what we give that matters most.
When we give of our “3 T’s”, we connect with the world; we touch-base with our fellow mankind who need help.
We know that despite all the advances made in food production, as well as other necessities, there are still untold
numbers of areas of need in so many parts of the world, in particular in the Third World countries. The causes of
these “areas of want” are varied – from continuing conflicts to natural disasters. So no matter how much progress
the world has made, warring madness, tectonic plate shifts, and climate change will still cause areas of need to
exist. And like knights in shining armour, we come in to help with our “3 T’s”.
So do keep up the fantastic work we have been doing, and be even more generous with your Time, Talent, and
Treasure.
Note: November is designated as “Rotary Foundation Month” by Rotary International. On this subject a better
informed person like PP Shahul or Director James would do a more meaningful job.
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Last Week
Last Week – Report on the Meeting – Wednesday 13 November 2019
OPENING REMARKS
The meeting was opened by Acting Sergeant-at-Arms, Director James Lee who invited President Deepak Nagrani to
commence the Meeting.

WELCOME
PP Tapan Rao extended a collective welcome of Guests and visiting Rotarians
Guests:
Speakers – Ms Faridah bte Haji Ahmad Jamal, Mr Sukri Kadola, Mr Kamal Dollah,
1st Lady Bianca & Mr Krish Nagrani, Mrs Anita Hathiramani, Mrs Laxmi Kripalani, Mrs Dolores
Low, Mrs Priti Mahtani, Mrs Lily Patel, Mrs Prabha Rao, Mrs Shanti Shrestha, Mrs Kawita
Vaswani, Mr Viraj Chhabra, Mr Miha Hribernik, Mr Amit Jain, Ms Nandita Mukand, Mr
Shankar, Delegation from RC Purulia – Mrs Sunita Sarawgi, Mrs Priyanka Lohariwal, Vaibhav
Lohariwal, Devansh Lohariwal, Mrs Shashi Rajgaria, Mrs Sunita Singhania, Mrs Kiran Mall, Mrs
Uma Agarwal, Mrs Deepa Kataruka, Mrs Abha Mall, Mrs Ekta Tantia, Ms Vanshika Tantia, Mrs
PP Tapan Rao
Sunita Khaitan, Ms Ritisha Khaitan, Mrs Shyama Rathi
Visiting Rotarians:
President Amitabh Lohariwal, PP Ajit Sarawgi, PP Kamal Kishore Rajgaria, PP Manoj Singhania, PP Manoj Mall, PP
Ramesh Agarwal, PP Sanjay Kataruka, PP Vinod Rathi, Rtn Sanjai Mall, Rtn Sanjeev Tantia, Rtn Subhash Khaitan –
Purulia, India
Dr Dawood – Adambakkam, India
Sonali Sinha – Mambai Queens Necklace, India
President Edii Cheng, Mei En Chen, Pattes Tu, Emilia Hsiao, Tony Choen, Ruru Chen, Kent Shen, Nora Hsiung –
Taipei Luminous, Taiwan
Alexander Odishelidze – San Juan, Puerto Rico
Douglas Chan – Garden City

TOAST
Toastmaster, PP Dr Shahul Hameed
advised that the Club’s relationship
with Rotary Club (RC) of Purulia in
2011/2012 and the club had
collaborated in a number of Global
Grants. He further invited RC Purulia’s
Honorary Members from our Club –
Hon Member Mohan Vaswani and PP
Tapan Rao to join the delegation on the
stage for the toast to Rotary Club of
Purulia and Rotary International.
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Last Week
EXCHANGE OF BANNERS

President Amitabh Lohariwal (right) presents to President Deepak a
banner and token of friendship & gratitude from RC Purulia

President
Deepak
receives a banner from
Rtn Alexander from RC
San Juan

President Edii from RC
Taipei Luminous hands
over his club’s banner
to President Deepak

An
exchange
banners with Rtn
Dawood
from
Adambakkam
Chennai, India

PP Stan Low also
presented a banner he
received from RC Mei
Len from his recent
visit to Switzerland.

of
Dr
RC
in
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Last Week
VP MEE LEE FOR PRESIDENT RY 2021/2022
Following last week’s announcement, President Deepak advised that there were no
further nominations for President for Rotary Year 2021/22 from the floor; therefore the
nomination from the Nominating Committee of Vice President See Mee Lee as the
President Nominee is accepted as a walkover.
President Deepak further highlighted that the Club’s Annual General Meeting will be held on
Wednesday, 11 December 2019, at which time PE Dinesh Sharma would present members of his
Board.

DISTRICT’S INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP NIGHT

President Deepak informed members of the coming International Fellowship Night to welcome two Rotarian cyclists to
Singapore on their Trans Asian Bicycle Expedition. Members were invited to participate and meet with the Club’s Honorary
Member, His Excellency Mr Jawed Ashraf.

CELEBRATING OUR ROTARIANS

On behalf of the Club, President Deepak warmly congratulated Rtn Subhash Pritmani, who was awarded the MEP
th
Executive of the Year 2019, on 6 November in Dubai. This is Rtn Subhash’s second consecutive Award received.
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Last Week
Friends of the VSC:
Ms Faridah binte Haji Ahmad Jamal (aka
Faridah Angklungqween)
Mr Sukri Kadola
Mr Kamal Dollah
Before handing over the Chair to the Friends of the VSC Moderator, Rtn Uttam Kripalani, President Deepak
highlighted the benefits of the Friend of the VSC Programme. He advised that the Friends would have an open
invitation to attend the Vocational Service Committee (VSC) meetings which would be held on the second
Wednesday of the month; Club and VSC service events, as well as fellowship and networking events. President
Deepak added that the Friends of VSC (FVSC) would also be included in a specially curated WhatsApp group as well
as recognition on a Wall of Fame, both of which would be established soon.
At the start of the Fireside Chat, Rtn Uttam introduced the
illustrious finalists and winner of the Artisan of the Year
Award, he then invited Ms Faridah to share how she got
started with angklung music and performances. Ms Faridah
spoke of her passion for angklung music which made her
leave a full-time publishing job to set up an angklungteaching legacy. Next, Rtn Uttam called on Mr Sukri, a gifted
florist of bespoke scriptural works to share his journey. Mr
Sukri advised that he was always interested in arts and crafts
even from an early age and particularly expressing themes
with flowers and with the encouragement of his family and
From left: Mr Kamal, Rtn Uttam, Ms Faridah & Mr Sukri
friends, he started his artisanal flower business. He also
spoke of his workshops conducted for single and stay-home mothers as well as foreign domestic helpers as life skills
to enable them to perhaps start a home-based business. Mr Sukri also showed his recently finished painting – the
first in a series of six paintings for members’ viewing.
Lastly, Rtn Uttam invited last year’s Artisan of the Year
Award Winner, Mr Kamal to speak on his experiences with
batik painting and of caricature art. Mr Kamal noted the
need to encourage and recognize home-grown talent. Mr
Kamal added that he has secured two units at the Wisma
Geylang Serai as a “Grassroots Gallery” for artists and he
invited members to come by to view and support the local
artists who will be showcasing their work.
President Deepak then called on Rtn Dr Irina Francken
who was instrumental in organizing the evening’s FVSC event to present the Club’s vote of thanks and special
tokens of appreciation to Ms Faridah, Mr Sukri and Mr Kamal. After the meeting, many Rotarians and guests stayed
behind to participate and perform in an angklung demonstration conducted by Ms Faridah.
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Coming Club Events…
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THE ENTREPRENEUR OF THE YEAR AWARD CEREMONY
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Mark Your Diary
Birthday Celebrants

There are no Birthday celebrant this
week.

Anniversary Celebrants

This Meeting

Next Meeting

20 November 2019

27 November 2019

Reception Desk duty: Keizo Fujitake,
Horst Hagemann
Sunshine Box: Jasbir Koh, James Lee

Reception Desk duty: Matei Iurascu
& Sunil Kalra
Sunshine Box: Uttam Kripalani, Louis
Lim
Speaker: Ms Nur Hasibah Abu
Bakar, Assistant Manager, Children
in Care Service, Ministry of Social &
Family Development
Topic: Be a Foster Parent. Foster
Hope

Speaker: Dr Giulia Mennillo, Lecturer
from National University of
Singapore
Topic: The Political Economy of
Technological Change and
Sustainable Development

RC sends best wishes to Wedding
Anniversary celebrants this week:

Coming Rotary Events
Manish & Nandita Tibrewal
PDG Dr Ivor & Maureen Thevathasan
Dr Devakumar & Ika Nair

November
Rotary Foundation Month

President Deepak & Bianca Nagrani

Committee
Meetings
All Service Committee Meetings
at Grand Hyatt Singapore
From 7.00pm to 8.00pm
Gunter Stockmann
INTERNATIONAL SERVICE:
Wednesday, 20 November
YOUTH SERVICE:
Wednesday, 27 November

24 Nov – The Entrepreneur of the Year
Award Ceremony at The Ritz-Carlton
Millenia Singapore at 6.00pm

GIFT OF LIFE

December
Disease Prevention and Treatment
Month

Children with cardiac problems
to get help from Rotary’s District
3300 & 3310

11 Dec – Annual General Meeting
13-15 Dec – Visit to Phnom Penh for
the Opening Ceremony of the Khmer
Sight Clinic, Cambodia

A full set of 3 editions - Book of
Humour, Best of Humour & Bank of
Humour, come in a beautifully
designed box housing this set for
only $25.00

January
Vocational Service Month

Please order a few sets of books for
the Gift of Life Project, and place
your orders with :
Hon. Member Rtn Rewa Mirpuri @
tel: 6241 9157 or
email: rewamirpuri@gmail.com

7-10 Jan – Rotary GG Inspection &
Fellowship Trip to Central Vietnam
rd
29 Jan – 3 Club Assembly

February
Peace and Conflict
Prevention/Resolution Month
March
Water and Sanitation Month
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The Guide to Daily Living

The Four-Way Test

Before doing the things we want to do, consider first, theOf the things we think, say or do:
Precepts of the guide. Ask ourselves these 4 questions and  Is it the truth?
 Is it fair to all concerned?
act upon them:
 Will it build goodwill and better friendship?
First: Have I spent some time in self-examination?
 Will it be beneficial to all concerned?
Second: Have I spent quality time with my family?
Third: Have I given my best to my work?
Fourth: Have I given some time to someone near and far?
The Guide, in fact, encompasses the 4 parts of the Object of Rotary.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019/2020

President
Immediate Past President
President Elect
Vice President (Community & International Service)
Vice President (Vocational & Youth Service)
Hon. Secretary (Administration)
Hon. Treasurer (Finance)

Deepak Nagrani
Mark Wang
Dinesh Sharma
See Mee Lee
Bala Venkatesan
Shamin Vaswani
S “Mali” Malaiappan

Directors
Chair, Community Service

Dr Chan Siew Luen

Chair, Vocational Service

Stuart Pearce

Chair, International Service
Chair, New Generations Service
Director (Club Rotary Foundation)
Director (Rotary Spirit)

Mamta Shahani
Ronald Wong
James Lee
Rajkumar Perumal Suppiah
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