
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

C rossroads 
Rotary 

e-bulletin published by Rotary Club of Singapore 

Proud of our Heritage, Committed to our Future 
Chartered 6th  June 1930 

9 MARK YOUR DIARY 

What’s ahead? Don’t miss 

the forthcoming events and 

Birthday / Anniversary 

celebrants and more… 

1 IN FOCUS 

Did I? – Make the 
Grade? 
By: HM PP Raymon 
Huang 
   

Lifetime Achievement Award Winner for Best Bulletin in District 3310 

 
Volume 55 Issue No. 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 February 2019 
 

 

“Lo Hei” at the Weekly Meeting – 
13 February 2019  

6 LAST WEEK 

Report of Wednesday  
13 Feb Weekly 
Meeting / EGM 
   



1 | C r o s s r o a d s  
   
 

 

 

 

  
 
An e-bulletin published by Rotary Club of Singapore – Proud of our Heritage, Committed to our Future 
email: rtyinfo@rotary.org.sg Website: www.rotary.org.sg 
Save our Forests! Save Paper - Print only if absolutely necessary. 

HM PP Raymon Huang 
 

In Focus  

 

Did I? – Make the Grade? 
By: Honorary Member (HM) Past President (PP) Raymon Huang 

 

 

No – We are not graded in the Club. Then why the question? I am self-questioning. 

Questions are always easy to ask. The answers are not always easy to give. To any simple question, there are always 
ways and ways of answering it. These answers can vary from A to Z! The difficult questions are the ones about 
ourselves. The honest-to-goodness answers even more difficult. 

Well, the central question in this piece is “DID I? – Make the Grade?” It sounds simple enough. But the answer or 
answers require some soul-searching. These answers may give you that “feel-good” feeling, or, a feeling of some 
embarrassment. Whichever way, this exercise of self-assessment is always good. The practice of self-examination is 
always beneficial. The “detox” effect is evident. And not just about “making grades”. Even more intensive, and 
therefore more difficult is a question like, “Who am I? Really?” And even more difficult are the honest answers. 

I like to re-tell this story, below, because it illustrates the point succinctly. 

A Russian philosopher went for a walk one morning. He was deep in thought, and aimlessly wandered into a military 
camp. As he absent-mindlessly entered the gate, the sentry shouted at him, “Stop! Who goes there?” That jolted 
him. One more time the sentry yelled “Who goes there?” It really woke him up from his deep thought. Going to the 
sentry, he apologised. And added the statement, “That is the best question I have heard for a long time. Yes. Who 
am I?” 

Is that not true with us too? 

Both in our personal and Rotary lives it is pertinent to ask ourselves that question, as well as attendant ones like 
“Did I? – Make the grade?” In our personal lives the answers would appear to be easier to give because we know 
where we stand and can see how we are doing. But in Rotary this is sometimes more difficult to assess. Our 
participation and involvement are often seen as and made benchmarks. They are subject to perceptions. Most of us 
would fall into the category of middle-graders. Oh yes, we have our Wonder Women, Capt Marvels and “Everymen” 
among the membership. They are the example-setters. They are the “to-be-emulated’s”. 

This February month is “Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution Month”. We know what the “Month” is all about, 
and which we are expected to do-Rotarians everywhere. In the process there is no better time than this to ask 
ourselves if we are contributing enough in effort to ensure the success of the cause – “Will I make the grade in this 
effort?” The world is big. The cause is big. However, our little drops of effort, like water, will make that mighty 
ocean of combined effort to bring about greater understanding, goodwill, and peace among peoples of the world. 
We know that despite all the sustained effort by so many organisations, the world is still fractious. Conflict potential 
still looms – large in some places. In fact, hotspots still dot the globe.  

In Focus  
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In Focus  

Rotary “Founder’s Day” – 23 February – falls within this “Peace and Conflict Prevention/Resolution Month”. This is 
very significant in Rotary. We know what Rotary stands for. So this very special and significant “Month” expects all 
Rotarians to promote peace. It is a long journey. But do remember what we are often told. “A journey of a thousand 
miles begins with a single step.” 

So back to the original question. Despite all the effort put in, there is still the question. “Have I been significant?” 
The question is asked in the context of Rotary. Notice again; so easy to ask the question. The answer or answers? 
Not that easy! Self-assessment is never easy. Self-examination is always strewn with stumbling blocks. The truly 
honest answers are the hardest to come by. But do we must. Our conscience often pricks us. It was Rousseau who 
said, “Conscience is the voice of the soul as the passions are the voices of the body. No wonder they often 
contradict each other.”  

The New Year has just begun. 2019 is indeed brand new. Resolutions? Made to be broken? Not always true! So go 
ahead – make your resolutions, and among them include, not just a wish, but a firm declaration to be significant, to 
make the grade, and to be examples and inspirations in making a difference.  

So one and all – May 2019 be a really good year to and for you. 

Happy New Year! 

 

We are pleased to reproduce an extract from the “Lifewise” Magazine which featured an 
interview with HM PP Raymon Huang and his grandson, Paul. A copy of this magazine is 
available from the Secretariat.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Focus  

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Rotary-Club-of-Singapore/97500804758
http://www.rotary.org.sg/


3 | C r o s s r o a d s  
   
 

 

 

 

  
 
An e-bulletin published by Rotary Club of Singapore – Proud of our Heritage, Committed to our Future 
email: rtyinfo@rotary.org.sg Website: www.rotary.org.sg 
Save our Forests! Save Paper - Print only if absolutely necessary. 

At the Club Assembly  

President Mark with Rtn Uttam Kripalani present the 
Club’s gifts to Corney & Barrow’s representatives –  

Ms Isabelle Wu & Rose Esteve (left to right) 

Rtn Joseph Chia receives the prize on behalf of the 
winning table of the Wine Quiz from President Mark 

From left: Director Manish Tibrewal, PE Deepak Nagrani & PP Peter Tan making their presentations  

Photo Album of the 3
rd

 Club Assembly held on 
31.1.19 at Senior Police Officers’ Mess  
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Coming Events… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Registration has been extended and please register via Club Runner. 
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Members are invited to participate in the International Service Committee (ISC) Trip to the Philippines 
 
Trip programme: 
Thursday 14 March-  6.00pm - Rotary Club (RC) of Rizal West’s Charter Night at Fairmont Hotel, Makati. 
   Dress Code: Formal (Men – Coat & tie… Ladies – Long dress) 
   Guest of Honour: R I President’s Representative 
 

Friday 15 March- 9.00am – Social Golf with R C of Manila 
   1.00pm – Lunch with R C of Manila 
   6.00pm – District 3820 Conference Welcome Dinner at Sofitel Plaza 
   Dress Code: Formal (Men – Coat & tie…Ladies – cocktail dresses) 
   Chair: District Governor Al Montecillo (of RC Rizal West) 
 

Saturday 16 March- ALL DAY - connection to Ophthalmologists in Manila (Dir Dr Rupesh Agrawal) 
  10.30am – District Conference 3830 – DISC PP Dr Shahul Hameed’s Address 
  3.00pm – Panel Discussion with PP Dr Shahul  
  6.00pm - Governor’s Dinner/Ball at Sofitel Plaza, Pasay 
  Dress Code: Formal (Men – Black Tie/Formal Coat… Ladies – Long gown)  

 

Sunday 17 March- 6.00am - travel from Manila to Subic (by car) 
10.00am - brunch/set up (@local health centre Subic/San Narciso) 
12.00 – 4:30pm - project start/end 
Eye PROJECT ~200 rural poor, pwd and tribes people* 
6.00pm - dinner / overnight - Zambawood – www.zambawood.com  

 
Monday 18 March- 8.00am – Breakfast  

9.00am–Property tour 
/visit to Art & Training Café  
(Julyan Café–special needs staff) 
11.30am – Brunch 
12.00pm – Depart for Manila 
Evening flights from Manila to 
Singapore  
(alternate to fly from Clark on Scoot) 

 
For more information on cost, hotel and flight options, please 
contact IPP Keith Harrison. 
 
How to join the trip? Sign up on Club Runner and contact IPP Keith (tel. 8182 1663) 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Rotary-Club-of-Singapore/97500804758
http://www.rotary.org.sg/
http://www.zambawood.com/
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Rtn Pia Bruce 

Left to Right: PP Kenneth Argo, Rtn 
Robert Craiu & President Mark  

Left to Right: President Mark presents the Club banners to PP Kenneth Argo, PP Pramode Sawhney & Rtn Christina Schubiger 

 
 
 
Last Week – Report on Wednesday Meeting / EGM – 13 February 2019  
 
OPENING REMARKS 
Prior to the start of the Meeting, President Mark invited everyone present 
to participate in the traditional “Lo Hei” for a Happy and Prosperous Lunar 
New Year.  
 
President Mark was particularly pleased to welcome PDG Dr Philbert Chin, 
Honorary Member Rtn Adam Moledina and his wife, Roshan, and 
Honorary Member Rtn Mohan Vaswani, as well as the Speaker, none other 
than our member, PP Dr Shahul Hameed.  
 

WELCOME 
Duty of welcoming guests of members and visiting Rotarians fell to Rtn Pia Bruce: 
Guest: 
Ms Melanie Monstern 
Visiting Rotarians: 
PP Sunny Bay & John Hulpke – Marina City 
PP Kenneth Argo – Curby, UK 
PP Pramode Sawhney – Mussoorie, India 
Christina Schubiger – Leman Riviera, Switzerland 
Sean Chan – Vancouver District 5040, Canada 
 

TOAST   
Toastmaster, Rtn Robert Craiu invited PP Kenneth Argo who was visiting 
his son and grandchildren in Singapore, to say a few words about his 
club, Rotary Club of Curby. We learnt that the Curby Club in District 1070 
was formed in 1950 and has 20 members. PP Kenneth added that Curby 
was an ex-steel town and was now one of the fast expanding towns in 
UK.   
 
Rtn Robert called on members to join him in raising a toast to the Rotary 
Club of Curby coupled with the toast to Rotary International.  

 
EXCHANGE OF BANNERS 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last Week  
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HM Rtn Adam & Roshan Moledina (seated) 
surrounded by members singing “Happy Birthday” 

PP Stan Low helping HM Rtn Adam cut 
his birthday cake  

 
 
 

 
 
MAJOR PROJECT FOR ROTARY YEAR 2018/2019 
President Mark advised that at the 3rd Club Assembly on 31 January, it was agreed to adopt as the Club’s Major 
Project for the year, the final two proposals as follows: 
 

 Singapore Polytechnic – Project to train adolescents with autism for the workplace. 

 Singapore Repertory Theatre – Project to use drama in conjunction with and participation by students from 
different service communities to spread positive messages, offer opportunities to talented disadvantaged 
youth with opportunities to act as well as develop confidence.  

 
President Mark noted that as advised by PDG Dr Philbert Chin, he would encourage 100% participation from 
members. He added that there would be fund-raising activities for the Major Project. 
 
 

EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETING (EGM) PROCEEDINGS 
President Mark called the EGM to order and noted that quorum was present. He noted that the Club has not 
increased its subscription fee for many years, and the EGM was called to consider the Motion “Annual Club Dues 
will be increased by $150 effective March 1, 2019”. President Mark invited Honorary Treasurer Horst Hagemann 
who presented the Club’s financial status. President Mark also highlighted the financial gap brought on by the 
weekly meetings. Members were given the opportunity to express their views. 
 
The Motion was put to a vote by President Mark, by a show of hands and received 11 votes – the Motion was thus 
defeated. President Mark advised that on-going efforts would be made to improve the menu, venue and speaker 
selections as well as option to hold fortnightly meetings instead of weekly meetings. 
 
 

CELEBRATING HONORARY MEMBER (HM) RTN ADAM MOLEDINA’S 99TH BIRTHDAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Last Week  
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Speaker, PP Dr Shahul Hameed 

PP Stan Low 

PP Mohan  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
President Mark called on PP Stan Low who advised that it was his pleasure to say a 
few words about the Speaker, none other than PP Dr Shahul Hameed – a dentist by 
profession and runs a group dental practice in Singapore. He is also an Adjunct 
Senior Lecturer with the Faculty of Dentistry, National University of Singapore as 
well as a Member of the Singapore Dental Council. 
 
PP Shahul joined the Club 24 years ago and served as President  during Rotary Year 
2013/2014. He presently serves the District Rotry Foundation Committee as Advisor 
to the Grants Committee, having been its Chairman from 2015-2018. He is also 
concurrently the Stewardship Chair as well as the District International Service Chair 
for 2018-2021.  
 
PP Shahul highlighted The Rotary Foundation’s (TRF) reliability which received a 4-star 
rating from Charity Navigator. He noted that the Foundation policy to invest in humanity 
and that it shared some of the same sustainable development goals of the United 
Nations.   
 
He also acknowledged the Club’s project partners such as Ishk Tolaram Foundation 
represented by Honorary Member Rtn Mohan Vaswani and Rtn Raj Vaswani, Rotary 
Clubs of Marina City, Kuching Central, Bugis Junction and Queenstown as well as the BOH 
Trust. He noted the Club’s growing contributions to the Foundation. 
 
PP Shahul presented highlights of the various successfully completed Club’s Global 
Grants as well as on-going and future projects. Unfortunately, PP Shahul advised that the 
Global Grant application for the Club’s Samaritans of Singapore project was declined by 
the Foundation. 
 
President Mark invited PP Paliath “Mohan” Mohandas who warmly thanked PP Shahul 
for his presentation and encouraged members to come forward with further projects 
which could be undertaken by the Club with TRF.  
 

A summary of PP Shahul’s presentation is available at https://prezi.com/768eo13tkxen 
 

 

Speaker: Past President Dr Shahul Hameed 
 

Topic: “Doing Good with Your Rotary Foundation (TRF) 

Contributions” 

Last Week  
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Youth Service Committee 
Meeting will be held on: 
Date: Thursday, 28 February 

Time: 7.30pm  

Venue: YWCA Singapore, 6 
Fort Canning Road, Fort 
Canning Lodge, S 179494  
Hosts: Rtns Ronald Wong, 
Paul Phua, Sunil Kalra & PDG 
Dr Philbert Chin 

  

 

 

 

 

International Service 
Committee Meeting will be 
held on: 
Date: Thursday, 21 February 

Time: 7.30pm  

Venue: Ante Hall, Senior 
Police Officers’ Mess, 153 
Mount Pleasant Road, 
S296153  
Hosts: Joseph Chia, PP Dr 
Oliver Hennedige, Adnan 
Ansari, See Mee Lee 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    February 
Peace and Conflict Prevention / 
Resolution Month 

23 February – World Understanding and 

Peace Day at Holiday Inn Atrium 

March 
Water and Sanitation Month 

2-3 March – Relay for Life 2019 Run  
14-18 March – Visit to sister club, RC 

Rizal West (Charter Night) and RC Subic 
Pearl, Philippines 
21-24 March – PETS and District Training 

Assembly, KSL Hotel & Resort, Johor 
Bahru, Malaysia 
28 March-7April – Visit to Minority Tribes’ 

Schools in Yunnan, China  

April 
Maternal and Child Health Month 

26-28 April – District Conference, G-Hotel         

Gurney, Penang, Malaysia  

May 
Youth Service Month 

June 
1-5 June – Rotary International    

  Convention, Hamburg, Germany  
 

  
 
 

Mark Your Diary 
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Pres Garry hands a Club banner to 
Rtn Rodrigo  

RC sends Birthday greetings to the 
following celebrants: 
 

PP Sajjad Akhtar 
 

Stuart Pearce 
 

Jean-Philippe Lionnet 
 

 

Coming Rotary Events 

 

 
RC sends best wishes to the 
following Wedding Anniversary 
celebrants: 
 

Sirish & Arpita Kumar 
T K Chew & Mary 
Amit & Seema Chatterjee 
PP Stan & Dolores Low 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Anniversary Celebrants 

 

Birthday Celebrants 

 

This Meeting  

 

Next Meeting  

 

International Service   

Meetings 

 

Pres Garry hands a Club banner to 
Rtn Rodrigo  

 

Youth Service   

Meeting 

 

27 February 2019 
 
Reception Desk duty:  Anindya 
Dutta & Horst Hagemann 
 
Sunshine Box:  Uttam Kripalani & 
Louis Lim 
  

Speaker: Ms Ivy Tse, CEO, Halogen 
Foundation Singapore  
 
Topic: Building Our Youth for the 
Future  
 

20 February 2019 
 

 

Meeting is cancelled 
in lieu of the  

World Understanding and 
Peace Day Dinner on 

Saturday, 23 February 2019  
at 6.30pm at Holiday Inn 

Singapore Atrium,  
317 Outram Road, S169075 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2018/2019 

President Mark Wang  

Immediate Past President Keith Harrison  

President Elect Deepak Nagrani 

Vice President (Public Relations) Hassan Moosa 

Vice President (Membership)                                                        Rajkumar Perumal Suppiah 

Hon. Secretary (Administration) Connie Ho 

Hon. Treasurer (Finance) Horst Hagemann  

Directors 

Chair, Community Service Dr Rupesh Agrawal 

Chair, Vocational Service Ronil Sujan 

Chair, International Service Dr Chan Siew Luen 

Chair, New Generations Service Dr Hoh Sek Tien 

Director (Club Rotary Foundation) Manish Tibrewal 

The Guide to Daily Living 

Before doing the things we want to do, consider first, the  

Precepts of the guide.  Ask ourselves these 4 questions and  

act upon them: 

First: Have I spent some time in self-examination? 

Second: Have I spent quality time with my family? 

Third: Have I given my best to my work? 

Fourth: Have I given some time to someone near and far? 

The Guide, in fact, encompasses the 4 parts of the Object of Rotary. 

The Four-Way Test 

Of the things we think, say or do: 

 Is it the truth? 

 Is it fair to all concerned? 

 Will it build goodwill and better friendship? 

 Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 
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