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In Focus
ABC, - What’s That?
By: Honorary Member (HM) PP Raymon Huang

HM PP Raymon Huang

True, to you, to me, reading and writing would be “second nature”, like breathing. But, even in this day and age
there are, worldwide, over 780 million adults who are illiterate. Just unbelievable. Should we be concerned? Yes,
Rotary does – in a big way. And we are all Rotarians.
This September month, as many would know, has been specially set aside by Rotary International as “Basic
Education and Literacy Month”. That is how intensely concerned Rotary is over the question of basic education and
literacy.
One wonders, sometimes. Digital education, yes. But – basic education? We know, of course, Rotary International
would not waste time or resources on matters unnecessary. So obviously there is a need for this drive. We have
seen visuals of children in several Third World countries studying in ramshackle huts they call “school”, sitting on
mud floors, in open air, under the shade of a tree – without proper writing materials. Yes, the eager faces, the
optimistic hands put up to answer questions, and the enthusiasm of the teacher. Always an inspiring scene –
touching, moving.
Yes, indeed, there are still many pockets of “A:b,c – What’s That?” areas around the world. Of course, learning
“a,b,c…” is not all there is. When you can read and write, lots of useful life things follow – things that improve lives.
Rotary’s help in this area is strong and sustained, in partnerships with NGOs, the local authorities, and the United
Nations. There are many examples cited – of great efforts that arouse one’s admiration and tug at your heart
strings. And the amount of selflessness involved.
So we know why Basic Education and Literacy as a programme is one of Rotary International’s six (6) main areas of
focus. Rotary Clubs worldwide would thus share this focus, even if, as in Singapore for example, the area of basic
education and literacy is not really needed. Our helping hand, however, is always welcomed. The outstretched hand
is always there. There is little doubt that where basic education and literacy are achieved, poverty is reduced; living
standards are improved; communities and their economies develop; promote better health, and therefore enhance
the chances of more peace, as happy people are less likely to go on a rampage.
A recent survey carried out on the situation revealed findings that are quite heartening but, nevertheless, still
disconcerting. Take a look:
a) Women – even with just Primary education: 60% less maternal deaths;
b) Children – those with educated mothers: 50% more likely to survive past the age of 5.
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In Focus
But despite rising literacy rates globally:
a) Some 58 million children still out of school worldwide;
b) Close to 250 million still cannot write or read;
c) Over 780 million adults are illiterate.
That is where Rotary and other concerned organisations step into the breach, mostly in partnerships. There are
examples galore of such unstinting help in Africa, South America, the Middle East, etc. Here are just two:
1) Natal, Africa: “Operation Upgrade”.
NGO and Rotary: Adult literacy programme, equipping adults with life skills like dealing with health and
medical issues. Run in Zulu and English literacy and numeracy.
2) Guatemala: “Water, Sanitation and Hygiene”.
Simple theme: Washing hands with soap. This has led to:
i)
Improved health; better school attendances;
ii)
Less susceptible to waterborne diseases;
iii)
Better performances in school.
Through a Global grant, Rotary Clubs in Lebanon supported 9 schools, laying new water pipes; improving drinking
water; building flush toilets, and installing hand-washing stations. Cost: US$100 million. Yes, even this programme
has something to do with basic education and literacy. To get all that done. Knowledge of reading and writing is
needed. The Rotary Foundation gives support to all these efforts through grants, scholarships, donations, and
services. The cry of the needy is always there, whatever this need may be.
Those of us in more comfy seats, so much more fortunate, and having so much more, are asked to respond to the
cry for help. Rotary does, Rotarians do. To each, his or her own measure. We know that, often, to get the response
going successfully and getting the desired results require a great deal of time, a lot of energy, and sizeable
resources. Sustainability is the word. All this, of course, RI recognises. Hence, big, combined efforts are always
better. But the basics are not forgotten either – hence this September month focus on “Basic Education and
Literacy”. Lest we forget!
That all this effort is “Serving Humanity” – there is no doubt. That it is “Making A Difference” – the evidence is there
for all to see.
As Aristotle once said, “The roots of education are sometimes bitter; but the fruit is sweet.”
Source: Rotary Info.
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Last Week
Last Week – Report on the Wednesday Meeting – 6 September 2017

OPENING REMARKS
Upon calling the meeting to order, President Keith thanked Vice President Andy Mankiewicz for chairing the last
week’s meeting. He then warmly welcomed the Speaker, none other than our Honorary Member, PP Raymon
Huang.
WELCOME
Duty of welcoming Guests of members and Visiting Rotarians fell to PP Jimmy Ooi:
Guests:
Dr Daisy Rani Rasaily
Ms Bhibhuti Rai
Ms Preeti Dubey
Ms Charis Chan
Mr Benjamin William
Dr Timothy Low

Visiting Rotarians:
President Dr Hiroshi Konno – Omagari, Japan
Susie Reed – Sandy Bay, Tasmania
Mervin Reed – Hobart, Tasmania

PP Jimmy Ooi

TOAST & EXCHANGE OF BANNERS

From left: Toastmaster, PP Peter Tan, Pres Keith & Pres
Dr Hiroshi Konno

Exchange of club banners – Presidents Keith with Rtn
Mervin Reed (RC Hobart)

Exchange of club banners – Presidents Keith & Hiroshi

Exchange of club banners – Presidents Keith with Rtn Susie
Reed (RC Sandy Bay)
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Last Week
PLANT A TREE – ENVIRONMENT PROJECT
President Keith highlighted to members the challenge posed by RI President Ian
Riseley for every Rotarian to plant one tree.
President Keith advised that he has sponsored some trees with the aim to raise
funds for End Polio Now. He added that members would be given the chance to
plant these trees to rehabilitate an area in the Philippines which needs
reforestation.
He further advised that one Rotary Club in the Philippines (RC Subic Pearl) has
joined this sponsorship as well. Each tree sponsorship costs S$10.00 which would
be given to The Rotary Foundation for its End Polio Now programme.

Tree planting in Zambawood,
Zambales, Philippines

VOCATIONAL VISIT – GARDENS BY THE BAY
Vocational Service Director Rtn Deepak Nagrani reminded members of the visit to the Gardens by the Bay for a
behind the scenes tour on Saturday, 9 September 2017. He advised that the visit would include technical
background on how the Gardens operate and a light lunch would be served.

ROTARY WALK
Membership Director Rtn Rajkumar Perumal Suppiah noted that the last fellowship event saw
more than 30 persons attending and he advised that the next event would be a healthy walk
for members and their families and friends. Details as follows:
Date:
Saturday, 14 October 2017
Registration Time:
8.00am
Flag Off Time:
9.00am
Start Point:
Gardens by the Bay East (Info Counter)
End Point:
Marina Barrage
Entry Fee:
$10.00 per person
Rtn Rajkumar
(inclusive of T-shirt, bottled water, facilitators, snack pack)
Payment of the entry fee can be made to the Secretariat at the weekly meeting or on the day of the event.

COMMUNITY SERVICE COMMITTEE (CSC) PROJECTS
Community Service Director Rtn See Mee Lee highlighted two forthcoming CSC Projects for
the elderly as follows:
Coffee with the Pioneers:
Date:
Saturday, 16 September 2017
Time:
From 1.30 to 3.30pm
Venue:
Society for the Aged Sick, 130 Hougang Ave. 1, S538900
Visit to the Zoo for the Elderly:
Date:
Sunday, 24 September 2017
Time:
From 7.30am to 2.00pm
Guest of Honour:
Mayor Low from South West CDC

Rtn Mee Lee

More details will be circulated shortly.
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Last Week
Speaker:
Topic:

Honorary Member, Past President Raymon Huang
“A Rotary Fellowship Group Like No Other”

PP Peter Tan was pleased to have the distinct honour to introduce the Speaker,
Honorary Member (HM) Past President (PP) Raymon Huang, whom he added truly
did not need an introduction, however, not giving one would be a great disservice to
members of the Club. He advised that HM PP Raymon is a distinguished Rotarian not
only because he has been a Rotarian for 46 years. Not just that he was Club
President in 1988/89, District Governor’s (DG) Representative in 1990, Leader of
Group Study Exchange Tour to Philadelphia in 1992, asked to be nominated for DG
on 3 occasions and voted by our Club to be an Honorary Member in 2016.
PP Peter noted that not just because HM PP Raymon was awarded the Public
Administration Star by the Singapore Government and the “Friend of Labour” award
by the National Trade Union Congress; not just because he served in the Boards and
Executive Committees of 18 VWOs, but including not the least of all, PP Peter added,
that at the age of 91, with 4 children, 2 of whom are Pastors, plus 11 grandchildren
and full time husband to Jessie, he continues to write regularly in the Club’s bulletin
about his experience as a Rotarian and what it means to him!

HM PP Raymon Huang

HM PP Raymon explained how it came about that he was asked to give a talk – starting
with PP Sajjad Akhtar who remarked that he remembered the Club had a President with
a booming voice – meaning me. Rtn Deblina Chatterjee then got in the act, asking “Why
don’t we hear it?” and finally Rtn Uttam Kripalani asking him to speak at the meeting.
HM PP Raymon’s talk was about Rotary fellowship which was quite unique. He noted
that there could be such Rotary fellowships elsewhere, but in District 3310, it was truly
unique – a Rotary fellowship like no other. He recounted how this fellowship began in
Rotary Year 1988/89 with the then 12 other Rotary Clubs in Singapore. He added that
the fellowship idea started with the ladies and that his spouse, Jessie, took on the task
of getting a hosting roster done. He noted that they not only met for dinners but also
went on fellowship trips together as well. HM PP Raymon added that many Rotarians
have wondered how this fellowship has lasted for so long, and he added that one of the
salient answers was – the ladies behind the men! He spoke fondly of the camaraderie and
friendships which have been strengthened through the years. To conclude, HM PP
Raymon recited a poem which he wrote on this fellowship group (reproduced on Page 6).

PP Peter Tan

In his vote of thanks, Rtn Uttam Kripalani noted that members heard a speech from
someone who has always been very clear and precise and with a booming voice, and he
now wanted to rename HM PP Raymon as “Boom Boom Raymon”! Rtn Uttam thanked HM
PP Raymon for 3 things. Firstly, he was humbled that HM PP Raymon specifically asked
him to propose the vote of thanks. Secondly, Rtn Uttam noted what a good writer HM PP
Raymon is, having read many of his regular columns in the Crossroads, and now his ability
to compose a poem especially for this occasion and he hoped to see more of his poetry
Rtn Uttam Kripalani
skills in the future. Lastly, Rtn Uttam thanked HM PP Raymon for his continued
inspiration behind the sustainability of the Past Presidents’ group, which he so eloquently spoke about and for his
sustained involvement with Rotary.
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Some 30 years ago, way, way back when,
It was then the Rotary Year of 1988/89.
In SG, 12 Rotary Clubs; 12 el Presidentos,
And, of course, 12 First Ladies – all connoisseurs.
The 12 Fair Ladies took the
Rotary bull by the horn,
And – voila! A unique Rotary Fellowship Group was born.
Reinforced and urged on by a lady VIP;
The spritely spouse of a prominent PDG.
For 30 years now, month after month, without fail,
We have met – the fellowship of kindred minds – to laugh, to regale.
No other Rotary PP Group, as we know, has done it,
Come rain or shine, snow or sleet – still we meet.
Travel together we did, visiting neighbours in ASEAN;
Great bonding; great camaraderie; great
1. fun!
Enjoyable moments aplenty, embarrasments there were too;
Shopping, sight-seeing, or just gawking – like we all do.
Many among us are getting on in years now,
No problem! Continue we do fellowship – and how!
An example we hope to set;
a legacy we hope to leave,
A lasting one, inspired by our Rotary and self belief.
That is our brief story – of a long, long saga;
That has gone on – and on – with such fervour.
About an Oldie’s Fellowship that is going on fine;
About a unique PP Fellowship Group of RY88/89!
By HM PP Raymon Huang
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Mark Your Diary
Birthday Celebrants

This Meeting
13 September 2017

RC sends Birthday greetings to
celebrants:

Reception Desk duty: Suresh Keerthi

15 September – Jamshid Medora
18 September – PP Tapan Rao

Sunshine Box: Shamin Vaswani & Paul
Phua
Speaker: His Excellency, Mr Hakan
Jevrell, Ambassador of Sweden

Anniversary Celebrants
RC sends best wishes to Wedding
Anniversary celebrants this week:

International Service
Meeting
International Service Committee
Meeting is cancelled in view of
the Club Assembly on:

Reception Desk duty: VP Andy
Mankiewicz & Dir Deepak Nagrani
Sunshine Box: PE Mark Wang &
Wilson Widjaja
Official Visit of District Governor
Datuk Lee Chuen Wan

Coming Rotary Events

September
Basic Education and Literacy Month

Time: 6.30pm

16 Sep – Coffee with the Pioneers
20 Sep – DG Datuk Lee Chuen Wan’s
Official Visit
nd
21 Sep – 2 Club Assembly at Senior
Police Officers’ Mess
24 Sep – Zoo outing with Seniors from
Bukit Gombak rental flats

Venue: Senior Police Officers’
Mess, 153 Mount Pleasant Road,
S296153

October
Economic and Community
Development Month

Date: Thursday, 21 September

Vocational Service
Meeting

20 September 2017

Topic: “Introducing Sweden: An
Overview on history, economy &
culture”

14 September – Michael & Sylvia
Haughey, Dr Melvin & Sharon Tan
16 September – Dir Rajkumar &
Selina, Jeffrey & Lorraine Rajeck

Next Meeting

Vocational Service Committee
Meeting will be held as follows:
Gunter Stockmann

6-8 Oct – Launch of Help the Children
2017 Project

Date: Thursday, 14 September
Time: 7.30pm
Venue: Spoon Room, Singapore
Island Country Club (Bukit
Location, off Adam Road), 240
Sime Road, S288303

14 Oct – Rotary Walk at Marina Barrage

November
Rotary Foundation Month
December
Disease Prevention and Treatment
Month

Hosts: Rtns Dr Claus Dusemund,
Dir Rajkumar Perumal Suppiah,
Renate Noessler & Stuart Pearce

y
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The Four-Way Test
Of the things we think, say or do:





Is it the truth?
Is it fair to all concerned?
Will it build goodwill and better friendship?
Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

The Guide to Daily Living
Before doing the things we want to do, consider first, the
Precepts of the guide. Ask ourselves these 4 questions and
act upon them:
First: Have I spent some time in self-examination?
Second: Have I spent quality time with my family?
Third: Have I given my best to my work?
Fourth: Have I given some time to someone near and far?
The Guide, in fact, encompasses the 4 parts of the Object of Rotary.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2017/2018

President
Immediate Past President
President Elect
Vice President (Club Rotary Foundation)
Vice President (Public Relations)
Hon. Secretary (Administration)
Hon. Treasurer (Finance)

Keith Harrison
Garry Taylor
Mark Wang
James Lee
Andy Mankiewicz, OBE
Deepti Lalchandani
Reinhard Klemmer

Directors
Chair, Community Service
Chair, Vocational Service
Chair, International Service
Chair, New Generations Service
Director (Membership)

See Mee Lee
Deepak Nagrani
Dr Rupesh Agrawal
Dr Hoh Sek Tien
Rajkumar Perumal Suppiah
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